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New South WNew South Wales

Link-Up (NSW) provided Strategic briefings to the NSW Parliament 
General Purpose Standing Committee No. 3 regarding reparations 
for members of the Stolen Generations, our Counsellors also 
attended the GPSC3s Inquiry into reparations for the Stolen 
Generations in NSW as support nets for those sharing their stories. 

A Confidential Private briefing was provided, followed by public 
evidence and continuous behind the scenes ‘advice’. Link-Up (NSW) 
provided details regarding contacts around the state and assistance 
with locating individuals. We importantly, provided counsellors for 
the hearings in Broken Hill, Walgett and Nowra. 

This provided one on one counselling for those who were giving 
evidence, they went beyond the words on a piece of paper and 
helped to embrace a healing journey for those courageous enough 
to come forward and share their stories. Staff were very well 
received and appreciated by all involved.

Jan Barham serves as Chair of the General Purpose Standing 
Committee No. 3, who are conducting the inquiry.

The NSW Legislative Council unanimously supported Jan Barhams 
motion to establish an inquiry into reparations for the Stolen 
Generations in NSW. This inquiry’s aim is to examine what has been 
achieved in addressing the intergenerational harm caused to 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, and to take a thorough 
look at what still must be done. 

Our Counsellors also attended the GPSC2 committee (elder/family 
abuse) at the NSW Law Society. Fortuitously, the Chair of the GPSC3, 
Jan Barnham, was also present at this meeting so it was noted that 
Link-Up was very accommodating in different areas where 
Aboriginal people are involved.

It’s eighteen years since the Bringing Them Home report into the 
separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from 
their families was released, and seven years since the national 
apology to the Stolen Generations.

The Bringing Them Home report made it very clear that an apology 
is only one step of making amends for the injustices of the past. 
It’s time to see what progress federal and state governments have 
made in fulfilling the obligation to make reparations. This includes 
looking at delivering guarantees against repetition of past harms, 
measures of restitution and rehabilitation, and the question of 
monetary compensation.

This inquiry has the opportunity to engage directly with Aboriginal 
people, communities and organisations to learn about what be 
done to deliver genuine reparations.

Inquiry into Reparations for the 
Stolen Generations in NS W

1.
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New South W
Reunions

In April 2016, Link-Up (NSW) facilitated the Lynette family reunion 
in Broken Hill, New South Wales. 

The reunion brought together 9 clients, where they saw for the first 
time, their Grandparents gravesites. This was a moving experience 
for all involved. 

Our clients were also reunited with an additional 60 family members 
from all generations, the group made Johnny cakes together and all 
chipped in to create and amazing kangaroo BBQ lunch, taking the 
opportunity to have a laugh and get to know each other better. 

There was a unique sense of reconnection during our client’s 
journeys, divided into culture land and family. This was both 
endearing and humbling for Link-Up (NSW) staff to witness as it 
was a forming of bond within the family relationships. 

All in all the Lynette family reunion was a positive experience with 
the group vowing to keep in touch, it was an experience they will 
never forget. 

2.

3. 4.

1. Link-Up (NSW) Counsellors, Noel Rashleigh 
(far left) and Mary-Anne Frail (far right) at 
the Inquiry into Reparations in Broken Hill

2. Warlpa Thompson at the Lynette Reunion

3. Welcome to Country at the Lynette Reunion

4. The Lynette family

P H O T O S
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New South WNew South Wales

Link-Up (NSW) held a Healing Weekend in Dubbo last 
November at the Aussies Cabins in conjunction with our 
yearly Annual General Meeting. 

We had 40 clients attend the 3 day gathering, engaging in 
activities such as beading, painting, visiting Taronga zoo, 
Wellington Caves and Yalmambirra Boogijoon Doolin 
Aboriginal Culture Camp run by Uncle Ralph Naden. 

Our clients and staff shared stories, experiences, tears and 
laughter. For one particular client, going back to Dubbo paid 
closure to many sad chapters in her life, allowing her to 
finally find complete peace. Link-Up staff were humbled, 
moved and felt honored to experience this closure and hear 
about this amazingly strong woman’s journey. 

New friends were made, memories created , new 
adventures had and experiences shared, proving to be a not 
only a monumental part of our clients healing journeys but 

Healing weekends

1. 2.

3.
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New South W
SOUTHS CARES 

In March, Link-Up (NSW) staff were invited by South Cares to 
present at 5 High Schools in the South Sydney area. 

In conjunction with Souths Cares, Link-Up (NSW) had the 
amazing opportunity to reach out to students ranging from 15 
to 17 years old, facilitating discussions around Link-Up services, 
Stolen Generations members, Family History Research and the 
importance of identity, connection and culture. 

Souths Cares was established to support the local Indigenous 
community and address social need across the South Sydney 
region. Its charter is to support disadvantaged and marginalised 
youth and their families through the delivery of capacity 
building programs addressing education, training, health and 
employment needs while leveraging the popularity of Rugby 
League and the Rabbitohs across the South Sydney region.

Link-Up (NSW) staff were invited to attend the Souths Cares 
awards night, it was a great night, followed by some amazing 
seats at the Rabbitohs Vs Knights game. 

CHRISTMAS IN THE BUSH

In November 2015 staff from the Family Link Team attended 
the “Christmas in the Bush event” that took place on Goat 
Island in Sydney Harbour.

The Tribal Warrior transported all attending the day across to 
Goat Island for the day’s activities. The Children and their 
families got to explore the island, taking in the beautiful 
views of Sydney Harbour and participating in activities such 
as beading, and storytelling. Lunch was provided, followed by 
a visit from Santa, who came bearing gifts for all of the 
children that attended. It was a wonderful day, all of the 
children were very happy and tried when we headed back 
down to the Tribal Warrior to head home. 

a monumental part of staff growth, allowing us to better 
service clients and walk next to them on their journeys.

We are currently in the planning stages of our next 
Healing weekend, which will be held in Port Stephens and 
have a whopping 60 clients attending. Our Port Stephens 
reunion will be focusing on clients who have been 
reunited over the past few years, further assisting in their 
healing journey, ensuring we are equipping our clients 
with the right post-reunion coping mechanisms (beyond 
what is possible during the 3 month post-reunion 
counselling sessions), conducting check ins with each 
family, and in some cases facilitating families physically 
coming together for only the second time. 

In many cases, money, time and life restrictions have 
played a part in these families finding it impossible to 
connect after Link-Up (NSW) has facilitated a reunion.

1. Dr. Victoria Close and Link-Up (NSW) 
Reunification Team Leader, Dianne 
Royce, at the Dubbo Healing Weekend

2. Aunty Wendy Craig at the Dubbo 
Healing Weekend

3. From left to right: Denise 
Bloomfield, Aileen Bell, Raylene 
Corak, Cecily Campbell, Janet Smith, 
Emma Hanna, Bek Curtis, Helen 
Moran and Richard Dawes

P H O T O S
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Queensland Link-UpQueensland

Apology Day 2016 – Brisbane
By Al Harris – Healing Foundation

More than 200 hundred members of Brisbane’s Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community came together in the iconic Musgrave Park 
to commemorate the 8th anniversary of the Apology.

To the great delight of the Queenslanders they were joined by Shane 
Phillips and NSW Koori Rugby League Winners the Redfern All Blacks, 
in town for the Indigenous All Stars game and who came to show 
their respect to Brisbane members of the Stolen Generations.

Hosted by Link-Up (Qld) and supported by the Healing Foundation 
the commemoration event was attended by many members of the 
local Stolen Generations and their families.

After the Welcome to Country and a heart-warming dance 
performance by students from Brisbane’s Murri School the audience 
was treated to a key-note speech by 2015 NAIDOC Person of the Year, 
Rosalie Kunoth-Monks who spoke of the continued denial of respect 
and rights to the Stolen Generation and the broader Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community. “The Aboriginal people and culture 
of this land provide the colour and dynamics to Australia and yet our 
culture and our people are constantly denigrated,” she said. 

Rosalie told the audience that respect of culture and an 
acknowledgement of Australia’s history of brutal treatment of its 

Indigenous peoples was central to the healing of those stolen away 
and their families.

Rosalie was followed by Deputy Premier of Queensland and local 
member, Jackie Trad, who emphasised that the anniversary of the 
Apology was a “day to remember and reflect, to celebrate and to 
educate.”

The audience also heard from Palm Island Mayor Alfred Lacey, 
Brisbane City Councillor Helen Abrahams and Florence Onus, chair of 
the Healing Foundation’s Stolen Generations Reference Committee, 
who spoke of the importance of collective healing and the release 
of the Healing Foundation report, Healing for Our Stolen 
Generations: Sharing Our Stories.

A highlight for many people attending was a performance by Murri 
music legend, Joe Geia, who performed his classic Yil Lull which he 
dedicated to the Stolen Generations. 

Other entertainment was provided by Toni Janke and by Stolen 
Generations members Aunties Bessie Parsons and Rhonda Collard. 

The day’s proceedings finished with a candle lighting ceremony and 
the cutting of an 8th anniversary chocolate cake.

1.

2.

3. 5.

4.
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Queensland Link-Up

CEO of Link-Up (Qld) Pat Conlon, said she was proud that her 
organisation hosted the Apology commemoration. “It’s a time 
when we come together to honour the lives of the people who 
were stolen away from their families. We honour those who, 
through sheer courage, resilience and determination, came back to 
us and we remember those who we have lost,” Pat told Our 
Healing, Our Way.

“We commemorate the Apology because it made the start of 
healing possible, but we know that we still have a long way to go. 
There are still people that need reuniting and reconnecting to their 
families, their culture and their country and we have to continue 
advocating for our people to determine their own processes and 
methods of healing,” said Pat.

6.

7.

8.

9.

1. Florence Onus, Healing Foundation’s 
Stolen Generations Reference 
Committee Chair 

2. Members of the crowd in 
attendance

3. Members of the crowd in 
attendance

4. Alf Lacey, Mayor of Palm Island 

5. Murri School Dancers

6. Deputy Premier of Queensland, 
Jackie Trad

7. Members of crowd in attendance

8. Link-Up (Qld) Clients Aunty Bessie 
Parsons and Rhonda Collard

9. Aunty Rosalie Kunoth-Monks, 2015 
NAIDOC Person of the Year

P H O T O S
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Queensland Link-UpQueensland

Mungalla Healing Camp 2015
The Link-Up (Qld) Mungalla Healing Camp was held in the beautiful 
region of Ingham in North Queensland. Staff from Brisbane 
travelled on the early Monday morning flight to meet with clients, 
and other staff members who were in attendance in Townsville. 

After quick whisk around the city of Townsville, and meeting up 
with the clients from Palm Island it was then a leisurely drive up to 
the Mungalla Homestead, a working cattle station that also has 
accommodation and tours and is owned and operated by the 
Nywaigi Aboriginal people, the traditional owners of the area.

Upon arrival we were introduced to Mungalla Stations Manager Jacob 
Cassidy and his crew who looked after us very well over our time 
there. Clients were shown to their accommodation, and afforded the 
opportunity to rest and meet the local wildlife prior to dinner. 

During the next two days clients were able to partake in a tour of the 
historic homestead, go fishing at Lucinda Jetty, obtain some pampering, 
which included make-up, hair styling, and massages, and given the 
opportunity to wander through the on-site museum displaying history 
of the occupants and of the local traditional owners. 

The Link-Up (Qld) Counsellors conducted Yarning Circles with the 
group and also one on one sessions, Link-Up (Qld) Caseworkers and 
Researchers were able to complete intake forms with future clients 
and run Arts and Craft sessions, while the Multimedia Unit were 
able to film participants for the “Oral History” program.

The camp proved to be a great success, many of the clients stating 
they enjoyed the chance to just get away for a few days and spend 
time with their peers.

Link-Up (Qld) would like to thank all those that attended from Cairns, 
Townsville and Palm Island. Also Jacob Cassady and his crew from 
Mungalla Aboriginal Tours for making our stay there so enjoyable.

1.

2.

1. Margaret Murray

2. Back: Roy Gray, Agnes Wotton, 
Shenane Corporal, Diane Ross 
(Nurse from TAIHS), Anna Sarabo, 
Delores Prior, Sylvia Coolwell, 
Collette Wotton, Tonia Burns

Front: Veronica Corporal, Rachel Fraser, 
Margaret Parker, Racquel Lee, 
Margaret Murray

3. Shenane Corporal and Veronica 
Corporal

4. Roy Gray telling his Oral History

5. Participants taking part in art 
therapy

6. Jacob Cassidy and showing the 
participants artefacts found on 
Mungalla Station

7. Participants take part in a Yarning 
Circle

8. Healing Camp Attendees on the 
Mungalla Aboriginal Tour

P H O T O S
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3. 5.

4.

6. 7.

8. 9.
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Queensland Link-UpQueensland

Robert West Reunion  
– Stradbroke Island By Robert West

It was through one of my relations and also through Cathy Franklin 
at Personal Files and History, that I learned about my Grandmother. 
Cathy supplied me information on my mum and dad and also their 
parents. I knew all about my grandfather and my grandmother on 
my mother’s sides but didn’t much about my grandparents on my 
father’s side, very little if anything. 

When I got this information I realised that her name was Margaret 
and she was called Maggie West. I spoke to my father then in about 
1959 – 1960 and I asked him where did his mother come from and 
he said that his mother was a Wakka Wakka woman from Hawkwood 
Station and that’s all Wakka Wakka Country and she married my 
Grandfather who was named Harry West and he came from Kangaroo 
Point here in Brisbane, he was classed as a “Half caste”. 

He came up to Auburn and Auburn Station and he was initiated in 
the Wakka Wakka tribe at Hawkwood and maybe that’s because he 
married my granny. All their children were born on Auburn station, 
including my father George West. 

Granny got very sick, I think it was a massive stroke that she had 
and grandfather looked after her on the station for a long time and 
then in 1914 they ended up setting off to Cherbourg and from 
Cherbourg they sent her down to Dunwich, at the Dunwich Asylum 
there because she was that sick and couldn’t look after herself. She 
passed away the same year and she’s buried over there in Dunwich 
Cemetery.

1.
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Queensland Link-Up
When I first found out she was buried there I went over there, and 
me and my wife Leone went over there and I didn’t even know 
where to go and we went to that cemetery and I just sang out 
there and told her who I was and then came home, but I always 
wanted to go back and do something more but didn’t know how to 
go about it.

It was Link-Up (Qld) Caseworker Jessie Cobbo who suggested it to 
me about the reunions that you do for such thing and I was really 
happy to participate in that. So I was really a bit apprehensive and 
all and that sort of thing but to do something official I think Link-Up 
(Qld) should never let that thing go past, it’s a wonderful thing and 
I congratulate them for having that program in place. It’s really 
good for someone like me, I didn’t really know it existed.

I’m Grannies only living grandson at the moment so I think it was 
my duty to go over there and talk to her in a spiritual and cultural 
way which I did. The staff from Link-Up (Qld) and all the people 
over at Dunwich, the elders there that I spoke to were all in 
support of me to do that ceremony with granny. I spoke at length 
to tell her, “I’d like your spirit, granny, to” like we say in Wakka 
Wakka talk “yunarn-dee back to Cherbourg, because that’s where 
they sent you to Dunwich, and from Cherbourg then yunarn-dee 
back to Gayndah, then from Gayndah, yunarn-dee all the way back 
to Auburn Station go.” 

That was the only way I could tell her spirit to go back home 
because that was the way that she came down. It wouldn’t be wise 
for me to say “go back from here up to Toowoomba, straight to 
Chinchilla and out to Auburn,” because she would not know that 
and those roads that probably wasn’t even around when she was 
there.

 I think Granny would be very pleased with that and I felt really, 
really good, you know it was a good opportunity to go over there 
and if that’s possible in our way to send a spirit back I think it 
would have happened

I know she been there that long but that’s something I’d like to do 
somewhere along the line, have her buried back on Auburn Station. 
But as far as everything now I’m very happy, very happy with the 
support, I don’t think I could have ask for more. I’m in debt to 
Link-Up (Qld) for providing this type of service, all the pre-planning 
that was put into place, the procedures were really easy to follow 
and to carry out that ceremony was really good. 

2.

3.

4.

1. Robert West at Dunwich Cemetery

2. Robert West and Link-Up (Qld) 
Caseworder Jessie Cobbo with 
Yulu-Burri-Ba CEO David Collins and 
Merrilyn Simmonds 

3. Robert West at The Entrance to 
Dunwich Cemetery

4. Robert West during the ceremony

P H O T O S
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South AustraliaSouth Australia

Welcome to the first Link-Up newsletter for 2015/16. This is also 
the first newsletter since funding for the Link-Up program 
transitioned to the Indigenous Advancement Strategy. It’s been an 
eventful year with changes to the structure of how Link-Up 
agencies work together nation-wide, and new Key Performance 
Indicators for Link-Up SA, defined within the Indigenous 
Advancement Strategy. This financial year has also seen an addition 
to the Link-Up SA family with one of our case workers giving birth 
to a healthy baby boy.

Throughout the year, Link-Up SA have continued our commitment to 
community events, such as supporting the Apology to the Stolen 
Generations anniversary event at Veale Gardens, supporting clients 
to attend the Reconciliation SA Breakfast, Closing the Gap 
anniversary, representing Link-Up SA and Nunkuwarrin Yunti at 
Tarpari wellbeing day in Port Pirie, NACCHO OCHRE Aboriginal Male 
Health Day and of course hosting the annual Link-Up SA Christmas 
Party. Link-Up SA have also developed new healing activities such 
as the Men’s group Taingiwilta, community workshops in family 
history research and healing camps.

Throughout the year, Link-Up SA has undertaken presentations to a 
range of educational institutions including Flinders University, 
University of South Australia, to schools and to the GPEx Registrar 
Training Program. We undertake this work to ensure the public 
remain aware of the importance of the Stolen Generations in our 
shared history and the value of the Link-Up program in addressing 
the consequences of past policies of removal. This is also a critical 
opportunity to educate service providers in primary and social 
health care to understands the impact past government policies 
have had on the wellbeing of Aboriginal people today. 

We continue to undertake our core work of research and wherever 
possible providing reunions to family, country and culture. While the 
funding world has evolved around us, this fundamental core work of 
linking people up with those from whom they were taken remains 
the same and Link-Up SA is committed to continuing this service.

Link-Up SA 2016
NEW LINK-UP SA TEAM MEMBER

Hi Everyone,

My name is Daniel Fejo I am  
the male Link-Up SA caseworker 
here at Nunkuwarrin Yunti.

I have been in this position 
since January 2016 since coming 
down from Darwin where I 
previously worked for the 
NTSGAC.

Since I have been in this 
position a short time I have had 
the privilege to attend the 
Taingiwilta Men’s Group 

meetings runs every fortnight facilitated by Link-Up SA Counsellors 
Bonny Gibson and Brad Hart, and to attend their inaugural launch 
which was held on Monday 9th May.

As a caseworker for me it is a privilege to assist those people who 
are looking for their family connections wherever it may come from 
and the history behind it.
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South Australia

3 GENERATIONS – FATHER, SON AND GRANDSON 

Troy had been a Link-Up client since 2012. He was adopted at birth in 
Adelaide and raised by a non-Indigenous family, who were 
extremely supportive of Troy wanting to locate his biological parents. 
They did not hide his Aboriginal heritage from him. His initial request 
was to locate his birth parents if possible, and was mainly interested 
in locating his Father William. Knowing this information, we were 
able to locate his Father through an outreach letter, by way of an 
address located on the Electoral Roll. William called Link-Up SA in 
response to this letter, within two days of having received it. The 
counsellor and Case Worker rang William together and with the basic 
information we hold here at Link-Up were able to confirm that this 
was in fact the correct William; Troy’s Father. With this information 

and the consent from our client we had made the decision that a 
reunion before Christmas 2015 would be the perfect gift for all 
family members. 

Both Troy and William were happy with this decision and gave us 
the go ahead for a reunion to take place in Newcastle NSW, 
Waratah Country. Back to Country! We were able to reunite 3 
generations of Ridgeway men as Troy’s eldest son attended also. 
This was a great reunion as Troy also met his sister Kellie. Troy and 
his son were able to meet a majority of their relatives, with whom 
they now remain in close contact. With this Troy and Matthew now 
have Identity, connection to country and culture. It was amazing to 
be able to give something so special back to this family. 

From left to right: Matthew, William, Troy and Kellie and children

Newcastle Family Reunion
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The Welsh sisters, Mary and Charmaine, had not seen one another 
since they were little girls. The family, originally from Mimili, South 
Australia, are Yankunytjatjara and Pitjantjatjara people, and 
reuniting these sisters in Coober Pedy was both a return to country 
and family reunion. 

Mary was born with more challenges than most. Her parents tried 
to keep the family together but Mary was removed at age 3 and 
placed into institutional care. Many attempts were made by Mary’s 
parents to have Mary returned to them, and Mary’s sister 
Charmaine recounts long drives to Adelaide with her family to visit 
Mary when she was a young child but the two sisters had not seen 
one another since then. 

Charmaine, who was placed in Umeewarra Mission, is Marys only 
surviving sibling. Charmaine lives in Coober Pedy and sought local 
assistance to contact the Link-Up SA program to find Mary. At 
around the same time, Minda Inc, the organisation that looks after 

Link-Up SA returns to Coober Pedy

Mary also contacted Link-Up SA to seek help in tracing Mary’s 
family and enabling them to meet. 

Mary’s disability means she requires specialized care, so Link-Up SA 
partnered with Minda Inc to ensure that Mary was well supported. 
Mary was accompanied by her two care workers on reunion to 
ensure that she was able to participate fully in the experience. 

The two sisters enjoyed meeting one another, sharing meals and a 
trip out to The Breakaways. Charmaine gave Mary many family 
photos and introduced Mary to other family members living in 
Coober Pedy. There is hope in the future that other family living 
elsewhere will also connect with Mary back in Adelaide. 

Link-Up SA would like to acknowledge the support of Umoona 
Tjutagku Health Service Aboriginal Corporation, and both Suhara 
Perera (SEWB worker) and Lillian Fatt (AOD worker/cultural broker) 
for their support for the reunion. 

Mary Welsh and Charmaine Welsh at Coober Pedy 
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In September last year Brad Hart and Bonny Gibson, the Link-Up SA 
male counsellors, sat down and planned the idea of having a Stolen 
Generations men’s group that would be formed for men who are active 
clients of Link-Up SA. The group would be dedicated to issues that 
came from past removal, the notion of what that meant and the stories 
those men carried with them. It would have a therapeutic focus to 
assist with healing, using a narrative framework to work from. Brad 
and Bonny planned out a six-session pilot for the program that would 
take the men through a journey of self-growth and self-understanding, 
with the men connecting through the similarities within their stories 
and the uniqueness of being part of the stolen generation.

From this pilot, information was collected and compiled together to 
form a report. The report was presented to establish further support 
for the group to continue and that support was forthcoming. Since 
that time the group has gone forward in leaps and bounds, 
developing a name and logo for the group and undertaking two 
healing camps. The group meets every second week and continues 
to have a cultural and therapeutic focus, working with the issues 
that are raised by the men and being self-directed by the men. On 
the camps the cultural aspect is a highlight for the men, visiting 
different communities and having cultural knowledge shared by 
elders within those communities, and visiting significant sites 

Link-Up SA returns to Coober Pedy

Taingiwilta Link-Up SA Men’s Group

within those areas. This gives the men cultural understanding to 
help them move forward with their journey together within their 
group and to establish comradery within the group. 

On the 9th of May the group had a formal Launch at Nunkuwarrin 
Yunti. With the Nunkuwarrin Yunti CEO, Vicki Holmes and the 
Executive present, and with family and invited guests looking on, this 
was a very proud moment for the men. They were presented with a 
certificate and shirts with the logo they had developed specifically for 
the men’s group. The therapeutic work is ongoing within the group 
and, along with culture, underpins the core of the group work.

Brothers on the edge! Brad, Gary, Bonny, Tony, Uncle Maurice, Greg and Ken sharing a moment at the group’s first camp together at Walkers Flat in February this year.

The Taingiwilta Men’s Group visiting the Point Pearce Community 
with Uncle Rex Angie and Uncle Fred Agius.
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Western AustraliaWestern Australia - Yorgum

Anne’s StoryHealing Yorgum Way
Anne is an elder in her community in a town in the Pilbara. She joins 
other elder women from her town once a week for healing activities 
in a Healing Group that is coordinated and facilitated by the Regional 
Office of the Perth Link-Up at Yorgum Aboriginal Corporation.

She wrote this beautiful story by hand, and it has been typed to 
allow us to share this touching story of her mother and family and 
typed the exact way as Anne wrote it. Anne is in her 70s.

TUESDAY 26/02/16

Going back to my grandmothers country on yaruwu and in broome. 
So silent and no identity of our ancestral people who once llived on 
this land. The mangroves green and the sand white grey do so soft 
and loose. I thought where is the drinking water to survive, I felt 
empty of any emotions a few bits of iron rusted from years of out 
in the sun this day to me was sad after many years of searching for 
my mothers ancestral link to where she cam from look after the 
land. My grandfather my mums dad was a philopena man Mariono 
Costello lived there with my grandmother mum’s mother. My 
grandmother she died when mum was born so mum was nutured 
by the philopeno community and other old people in this place. 
Mum was sent to Beagle Bay and was educated by the Mission. 
That is what other old ladies have told me. She left the mission at 
her age to leave and stayed back with her dad Mariono Costello. 
Grandfather was a fisherman he had a fish trap and sold the fish in 
Broome. It would of taken him a few hours to row across the bay to 
Broome. He was bitten by a snake and became cripple after 12 
months he died. All these life incidents my mother endured never 
was told to us. To this day. Last night I had a big revelation of the 
sadness of my mother life. Brought up by nuns and having to fend 
for herself and getting sent to another region would have been 
very hard though when she went to Wallal Station Mum would 
have been helped by Auntie Janet Stewarts mum Nana Ada who 
has now passed on.

Then mum went to Yanderra station here in the Pilbara to do 
domestic chores at the station, mum was a young woman in her 
teens when she left Broome I do not know where my mother 
would of stayed after grandfather died and how she was sent to 
the Pilbara. I heard my dad say he spoke to grandfather Mariono 
when he became engaged to mum this part of her coming from 
Broome is empty and void in our lives.

Mum was a very fiery woman who always listen to other people 
story if we did things like fight with other kids that ? of growing up 
was the cause of mothers arguing with each other through kids 
fights. I used to get a belting for that then two days when things 
cooled down we told mum what happened.

Yorgum Aboriginal Corporation is gradually moving towards a fully 
Trauma Informed Practice in all its program areas. Program Areas at 
Yorgum include the Clinical Team, Working Support Unit, 
Administration and the Link-Up programs.

Link-Up is funded to prioritise the first generation of Stolen 
Generation peoples with reunions – family, mission and graveside 
and healing events which can include a day or a week’s camping. It 
has become increasingly clear that as Yorgum move towards 
becoming a Trauma Informed Practice that healing camps are more 
and more aligned to working in a trauma informed model, and as 
such healing camps can and does address the pain and suffering of 
the Stolen Generations and their families.

Staff at Link-Up work incredibly hard to provide and maintain a safe 
space during the camp, to enable the healing journey to begin, 
continue or re-ignite for every single participant that attend them.

Through carefully constructed activities such as; art and craft, 
yarning circles, blanket making and other such mindfulness, the 
workers can create a safe space and use the space to illicit the 
trauma story to enable healing for participants, this can change a 
person’s life.

We at Yorgum’s Link-Up Program hear every day from clients who 
attend a healing event, what a difference the event had on them 
and their families. People can and do change from such significant 
healing work. 

It is a credit to our team who work hard to allow the participants to 
find a healing journey for them. 
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Anne’s Story

The arguments with other mothers always divulged the past of 
when other people had done them some mother would take sides 
while we the children made up and played yes it was scary about 
fighting with kids due to the belting by mum. My mum had to go 
fishing for us as so many other ladies did to catch a feed. I would 
stay home after school and look after the younger toddlers and 
baby who would be very small

Wash the nappies and the boys school clothes we never had 
uniforms or shoes only sand shoes. Our family was very poor.

We used to book up at the Mr Wyndhams shop and also the bakery 
own by Mr Hawkin the book shop in Wedge Street was the bakery 
and lolly shop when I grew up till 1970 then it changed to another 
person bying it and yet on Good Fridays are always had beautiful 
Hot Cross Buns. The shop would open after Stations of the Cross at 
the Church for people to get the ordered buns. The only money we 
had was if someone found an empty clean skin bottle we’d go 
around the back of the shop and get 6 pence for a bottle then put 
the money back into the shop for lollies. As I write I realised we 
always electric light on at home never had no power bills. So we 
never had electricity for kettle or a fridge they used kerosene 
fridge half the time they never worked so we would get ice only 

when dad came in from the bush. But we always went and picked 
up the periwinkles and cockles people shared in those days. The 
Lockyers of my family were poor and lived with the basics.

Yes with a mother who struggled to keep us fed and having kids with 
no husband support I was the nearest thing to her take out her 
frustration the eldest daughter, this is what the government cannot 
heal or compensate for our families that in 2016 our lives though I’ve 
become educated the the policies of these missions and learned how 
to keep house and live in society by the loss of our generation of 
grandmothers and fathers lost by removal the nurturing of keeping 
our childrens and grand childrens we the parents our mums and dads 
who were brought up in the mission. We are the survivors yet we are 
also bound by keeping our young people from not falling into 
another generation of the lost ancestral links with our Aboriginal 
Heritage. Yes I have survived as a person but the scars and trauma of 
these past era of the removal of people to other regions of the states 
and the policies of government of the past will still affect our people 
of the Stolen or forced removal for years to come.

Signed by writer

Anne drew a picture of her story
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Healing Camps are powerful tools that are part of the Link-Up 
business where a healing camp can encourage a personal healing 
journey to continue or begin, or in some instances, re-ignite.

By removing participants, in this case Elder Women from the Stolen 
Generation era, from their every-day stressors, many of whom now 
care for their grandchildren, a healing journey experience is possible. 
Workers can use their skills to provide a safe space and hold that 
space to illicit the trauma story, through activities such yarning circles, 
no stitch blanket making, painting/art and craft, re-visiting places 
that remind the participant of happy and sad memories, preparing 
and sharing meals together. These activities within themselves and 
by its very nature, is a form healing.

Staff felt very privileged to share this journey with the Elder Women 
who all live in the Goldfields area, although they grew up in either 
Norseman, Mount Margaret and Tardun Missions. As children they 
used to go to Esperance on holidays with their mission carers, hence 
the significance of Esperance, where many happy memories where 
held in the Elder Women’s hearts. 

The ladies were given the opportunity to re-visit the old mission 
schools and share old memories.

The Women on camp had an opportunity to share their knowledge and 
stories about their connection to Esperance and the Goldfields whilst 
participating in the activities provided which also included a cultural 
welcome to country and a tour by the Kepa Kurl Aboriginal Cultural 
Tour. Kepa Kurl meaning ‘water boomerang’ in the local area.

Kepa Kurl Aboriginal Cultural Tour guides and the ladies visited two 
camp sites significate to Aboriginal people of the Esperance area. One 
of the significant sites being Bandy Creek and the other a little just 
out of town near a fresh water hole. A visit to Cape Le Grand beach 
via Wylies Bay beach by 4-wheel driving was an awesome 
experience for all. Lunch was shared with the Kepa Kurl Aboriginal 
tour guides and their family members while listening to their stories 
of Esperance and its history. 

Kalgoorlie Women’s Healing Camp 2016

1.
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After the tour the Elder Women visited the Esperance Arts Canary 
where they completed all sorts of activities for the ladies. including:

• Non-stitch blankets

• Canvas and Hat painting

• Covering their own personal journals

• Personal Profiles.

Non-Stitch Blanket Making is a great activity to sit and yarn with our 
Elders that is non-intrusive, calming and healing while taking your 
time and enjoying each other’s company. We thought it would be a 
good idea to do the personal profiles so we could get to know the 
ladies a bit more and showcase them at the local office. 

Personal journals are a great way to share each other’s personal 
stories in their own words, it is reflective, and thought provoking and 
allows each individual to work and share as much or as little as they 
wish. It is great way to share feelings that are safe for each 
participant.

Wongutha CAPS which is situated 30kms North of Esperance was and 
still is a place for Aboriginal youth to board and receive an education. 
Whilst in Esperance, we visited the CAPS and with us was the very 
first Aboriginal girl to attend Wongutha CAPS Ms Elsie Walker, who 
was delighted to share her experience of her time at the CAPS. This 
sharing then encouraged the other women to share their personal 
experiences also. Elders sharing their stories with the youth, what an 
inspiring activity for the Elder Women.

Kalgoorlie Women’s Healing Camp 2016

2.

3. 4.

5.

1. Laurel Cooper

2. Back row- Katie Ray. Patricia 
Drayton, Sandra Ryder, Nicky Evans, 
Lena Abdullah. Front row Elsie 
walker, Sue Yarran and Laurel Cooper

3. Elsie Walker and Katie Ray

4. Lorraine Griffiths

5. Harry Graham from Wongatha Caps 
talking with the ladies

P H O T O S
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The Men’s Healing Camp was held south of Perth with 21 Aboriginal 
men and 5 staff from Perth and the South West of WA in 
collaboration with Derbal Yerrigan Aboriginal Health Service. The 
aim of the healing camp was to provide a space away from every 
day stressors, to allow the men to come together in a safe 
environment over one week to start to address their personal 
issues, and problems, with support from other men who may be 
experiencing similar things.

Activities were structured around the participants and selected to 
encourage and invite them to talk about their stories of pain, 
trauma, grief and loss, some for the first time. The activities were 
facilitated for the specific purpose of Healing and included, fishing, 
cultural activities such as making spears, and very importantly 
preparing and sharing meals.

We organised many activities such as visits to the old Roelands 
Mission and the site of the Pinjarra Massacre, fishing, painted 
footballs and masks, healing circles, preparation and sharing of 
meals and tool making at Wardan Cultural Centre.

In Bunbury we had a combined day with the Bunbury Noongah Men’s 
Group to tell their stories around a BBQ and all men contributed to a 
canvas to share a bonding experience on their healing journey.

It was a very interesting visit to Roelands Mission or Wookabunning 
Kiaka Inc which means “We’ve Been There, Left and Returned to 

Seven Hills”, as past residents are looking to create a positive place 
of healing and development for the past children of the mission 
and their families. It is about creating an area where culture can be 
rediscovered and opportunities can begin to grow.  

We were met by the Manager, Les Wallam who performed the 
welcome to country. Les shared some of the history of Roelands 
Mission with us and talked about his childhood days there. Then to 
our surprise the great Sid Jackson appeared and told us of his 
upbringing at the Mission and how he went on to become a great 
sport man in football. It was a privilege to hear and for him to 
share to the rest of the group.

‘To listen to stories of elders who excelled in any sport is truly a 
remarkable moment’, but we still have a long way to go and there 
is still a lot of hurt and pain suffered along the way. The positive 
side is that at ‘Wookabunning Kiaka’ they are doing a remarkable 
job fixing the old place up and providing a healing space for past 
residents and their families.

The group spent a day at Wardan Cultural Centre which is a great 
place to learn about our history and provides hands on cultural 
experiences. The main experience was learning how to make 
traditional tools and implements from the bush and about how to 
identify the different uses of natural resources. “One of the most 
successful activities was the cultural experience as men learned 
how to do tool making from bush materials.”

1. 2. 3.

Men’s Healing Camp held at Sandy Bay Busselton WA
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Through colonisation and the Stolen Generations, some of the cultural 
skills have been lost for some of our men, but with awesome people 
such as the Wardan Cultural Group, culture is not only being kept 
alive, but being shared and passed on through the generations

After the camp, one of the men wrote a letter to the Yorgum CEO to 
share his own personal experience of the Men’s Healing Camp.

“Laurel, please allow me to share a very personal moment  
with you. 

Before I went on camp I was getting very depressed due to the 
state of my health; it was that bad that I started preparing my 
family for my death, telling them to organize their life and to 
plan for the future. 

Victor and Wayne must have picked up on my vibes because 
they really looked after me, telling me that it was okay and 
saying that they would care for me and make sure I had 
everything I needed.

Two days into the camp I awoke in the morning and had an 
epiphany and from then on I started focusing on living rather 
than dying and I realized that it was attributed to these two men.

They also encouraged us to share our feelings and our life’s 
journey with others, I came back with a completely different 
attitude.” 

After the camp, six men wanted to continue and engage in 
counselling. The Case Workers acted upon these referrals. 

It was sad to be going home and leaving each other and the 
journey we started, but what we achieved over the last few days 
was incredible. Even our younger men were brilliant towards our 
Elders, we saw how much they had grown as young men and also 
that great sense of pride within themselves. 

The Bunbury Men’s Group who joined us for the group canvas 
painting thoroughly enjoyed the day and the joining of men to 
share stories and discuss issues that affect us as Noongah men. 

5.

4. 6. 7.

1. Nivak Woods with the mask 
he painted during the healing 
activities

2. Two Aboriginal men groups coming 
together, Bunbury and Perth, 
contributing hand prints to their 
banner. A sign of unity

3. Making tools at Wardan Cultural 
Centre

4. Patrick Egan crushing and mixing 
Kangaroo dung, charcoal and grass 
tree to make a binding material for 
tools at the Wardan Cultural Centre

5. Arnold Cox showing the end result 
of mixing Kangaroo dung, charcoal 
and grass tree for tools

6. Painting footballs as a healing 
acitivity

7. Boydon Woods showing the end 
result of tool making at Wardan 
Cultural Centre.

P H O T O S

15- 19 February 2016
Men’s Healing Camp held at Sandy Bay Busselton WA
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Womens Healing Camp –Sandy Bay: Busselton

The Yorgum Link Up Service, Perth held its Women’s Healing Camp 
in Busselton , Western Australia on 14-18th March, 2016. The camp 
was initiated by Yorgum Link Up Service in collaboration with the 
Derbarl Yerrigan Health Service. Fifteen Women attended the 
Healing Camp. 

The initial Healing Circle which was held on the first night, got 
clients and staff to introduce themselves, and clients were invited 
to talk about what they hoped to achieved on this healing event. 
The setting of the beach and the ocean was beautiful and calming. 
Listening and watching the wave’s crash up against the beach was 
soothing. Whilst the ocean had a slight swell, being able to smell 
the sea, listen and feel the wind, was quite an exhilarating 
experience for the women who often live full and stressful lives, 
this was their time.

We all had lunch and some of the women and staff went down to 
the beach to collect beach items such as small shells, sea weed, 
sand and other items. Some of the women were happy to sit back 
on the grassed area and take in the view. That evening after our 
Healing Circle and a barbeque, clients were invited to make a 
beach collage from the items which had been collected. The 
creativity of the Women shone through and their finished pieces 
were spectacular.

Following breakfast, staff and clients headed back to Margaret River 
to visit the Wardan Aboriginal Cultural Centre which is located just 
out of Margaret River. The Traditional Owners for this area are the 

Webb Family, and, we who performed the Welcome To Country and 
gave us some general history and information about the area and 
pre and post colonization. We were then given a Tour of their 
Museum and then given a demonstration of rope making and tool 
making around a large circular fire. The group was invited to 
participate in making these items and some women made hair clips 
adorned with pieces of glass, shells and feathers. Others made 
digging and message sticks. Others made knives and cutting 
implements, which could be used to gut and scale fish, or to cut 
pieces of meat. A demonstration of the materials used to bind the 
items to the pieces of wood was shown, including how to grind it 
down. We were also given a demonstration on traditional healing 
practices, and made some bush medicine which some of the 
Women participated were interested in trying. 

Following breakfast, beach collages were again worked on and 
completed. The finished pieces of work were amazing. The entire 
Group displayed their finished collages outside. In completing the 
collages, Cheryl explained the significance of the Beach Visit, the 
collection of the items from the beach and the making of the 
collages, whilst reflecting as a Healing Activity.

Other activities included mask painting, and decorating of a small 
pottery piece. It was explained how we as individuals wear 
different masks at different times. In providing this information, 
the women who participated in this activity all agreed and could 
relate to this. 

As a final Healing Activity, a large piece of Calico was painted and 
decorated by the entire Group. The central focus was a Circle 
depicting all of the Group in a round circle, which was drawn and 
decorated by Millie Penny. The rest of the Group was invited to 
contribute to the art work. In the making of this wall hanging, 
the Group was asked to reflect on their Healing Journey and the 
Camp. During the work on this piece, the Women yarned, 
exchanged stories, and shared jokes. The calico piece is colorful, 
meaningful and a “record” of everyone who attended this 
Healing Camp in Busselton.

We held our last evening, with a Healing Circle and women gave 
their thoughts on how this event was for them. Overall the general 
feeling was one of being happy to be able to attended the Healing 
Camp and being able to meet with and share similar stories with 
others in a caring environment. Most stated they would like to 
attend more Healing Camps like this one because their healing had 
just begun or had progressed whilst on the camp. 

14-18TH March. 2016

Completed Beach Collage - A Healing Activity
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Womens Healing Camp –Sandy Bay: Busselton A New Beginning for Link-Up Victoria
The 2016 year saw Link-Up Victoria settling into our new office 
premises in High Street, Preston where we are now co-located 
with other VACCA programs. It is great to be sharing office space 
with staff who are engaged in a variety of child and family 
services work from pre school to leaving care. The new office 
belongs to the Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service so we also get to 
mix with their staff too.

CHANGE TO SERVICE MODEL

Consultations commenced last year with staff about the creation of 
new roles within the program and following discussions by senior 
management the program now includes the following positions.

Program Manager 
Team Leader 
Record and Administration Officer 
Reunions Officer x 2 
Client Support Officer x 2

It is believed that the new roles will ensure that Link-Up Victoria is 
better placed to meet our performance targets, especially those 
around reunions. 

REUNIONS

Due to vacancies that occurred in the program and the delay in 
recruitment the program will not be able to meet its reunion targets 
but every effort is being made by staff to meet the new target of 10. 

CLIENT GROUP HEALING PROGRAMS

Link-Up will be organising a Healing Week End for women that will 
be held down by the bay with both cultural and fun activities. 
Staying at a motel right on the St. Kilda esplanade it will be a 
memorable and relaxing experience for everyone who attends.

OUR EVENTS

We held a small morning tea event to mark the Anniversary of the 
National Apology on 13th February which was co-organised with the 
City of Darebin. The event included a ceremony around the Stolen 
Generations marker located just outside the town hall.  It is hoped that 
this event will become a annual one and as it becomes more widely 
known more people will join in commemorating this very historical day. 

For National Sorry Day we will be screening our film “Fractured - Broken 
Ties Reclaimed Lives” and for entertainment we will be blessed with the 
melodic sounds of Archie Roach, a legendary singer/songwriter.

FAMILY RESEARCH GUIDES

A new resource has been developed which aims to assist people who 
believe they have Aboriginal heritage to conduct their own family 
research. This resource was developed in response to the many requests 
Link-Up Victoria receives from people who believe they have Aboriginal 
heritage and do not know what to do to follow this up further. 

DONATION FROM DEPT HEALTH AND HOUSING SERVICES

Every year the Dept Health and Housing donate $5,000 to a worthy 
cause and this year they decided to donate to Link-Up Victoria due to 
the work that we do with the Stolen Generations. It is wonderful to 
receive recognition for the good work that is undertaken by Link-Up 
Victoria and the money donated will be put to very good use. 

UPDATING OUR WEBSITE

Link-Up Victoria will shortly have a brand new website developed 
inhouse by staff who are responsible for VACCA’s website. The new 
look website is expected to be finalized within the next month and 
we believe it will be a much more useful and friendlier site.

1.

2. 3.

1. Peter Letting Lyn Austin and Rio Ellis

2. Molly Radford reading out the 
Apology Statement and Mayor of 
Darebin Councillor Vince Fontana

3. White Fowers placed around the 
Stolen Generations marker located 
outside the Preston Town Hall

P H O T O S
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NationalLink-UpContacts & Resources

New South Wales
New South Wales Link-Up 
4/2 Central Place Ropes Crossing NSW 2760 
PO BOX 185 ST Marys NSW 2760 
Tel: (02) 9421 4700 
Fax: (02) 9673 4740 
Free Call: 1800 624 332 
Email: linkup@nsw.link-up.org.au

Northern Territory
Central Australian Stolen Generations  
& Families Aboriginal Corporation 
71 Bath Street, Alice Springs NT 0870 
Toll Free: 1800 469 109 
Tel: (08) 8953 3899 
Fax: (08) 8953 6684

Northern Territory Stolen Generations  
Aboriginal Corporation 
2/3  Cascom Centre  
13-17 Scaturchio Street, Casuarina NT 0810 
Tel: (08) 8947 9171 
Fax: (08) 8947 9173

Queensland
Link Up (QLD) Aboriginal Corporation 
3-5 Reid Street, Woolloongabba Qld 4102
Toll Free: 1800 200 855 
Tel: (07) 3034 8444 
Fax: (07) 3255 2099 
Email: contact@link-upqld.org.au

Townsville Office 
c/- Relationships Australia
745 Riverway Drive  
Thuringowa Central Qld 4817 
Tel: 0410 639 645

North QLD Regional Office, Cairns  
18 Scott Street, Parramatta Park 
Cairns Qld 4870 
Tel: (07) 4041 7403 
Fax: (07) 4027 9665

Mount Isa Office 
1/81 Miles Street  
Mount Isa Qld 4825 
Tel: 0417 097 322 | 0459 028 380

South Australia
Nunkuwarrin Yunti of South Australia Inc. 
Link-Up SA 
PO Box 7202, Hutt Street SA 5000 
Tel: (08) 8406 1600 
Fax: (08) 8223 6086

Victoria
Link-Up Victoria 
273 High Street, Preston VIC 3072 
PO Box 191, Preston VIC 3072 
Toll Free: 1800 OUR MOB (1800 687 662) 
Tel: (03) 9480 7377 
Fax: (03) 9484 5403 
Email: linkupvic@vacca.org 
www.linkupvictoria.org.au

Western Australia
Kimberley Stolen Generations  
Aboriginal Corporation 
PO Box 2775, Broome WA 6725  
Toll Free: 1800 830 338  
Tel: (08) 9193 6502  
Fax: (08) 9193 5693 
Email: reception.ksgac@iinet.net.au 
www.kimberleystolengeneration.com.au

Yorgum Aboriginal Corporation 
176 Wittenoom Street, East Perth WA 6004 
Tel: (08) 9218 9477 
Fax: (08) 9221 0487

National
AIATSIS Link-Up Research Resource Unit 
GPO Box 553, Canberra ACT 2601 
Email: linkup@aiatsis.gov.au 
www.aiatsis.gov.au

Indigenous Social and Emotional  
Wellbeing Section 
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Sirius Building, Woden ACT 2606 
Tel: (02) 6289 3850

National Archives of Australia 
Queen Victoria Terrace, Parkes ACT 2600 
Tel: (02) 6212 3600 
Fax: (02) 6212 3699

National Library of Australia 
Parkes Place ACT 2600 
Tel: (02) 6262 1111 
Fax: (02) 6257 1703

National Sorry Day Committee 
2/134 Bunda Street, Canberra City, 2603  
Tel: (02) 6162 1372  
www.nsdc.org.au

National Stolen Generations Alliance 
PO Box 581, Paradise Point Qld 4216 
Tel: (07) 3843 0461 
www.sgalliance.org.au


