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Queensland Link-UpQueensland

Stewart Reunion      112 years later

My name is Eric Stewart I was born in August 1930 in 
Cairns North Queensland. My mother is Jennie Cassen 
and my Father is John Stewart both deceased. I worked 
around the Cairns district cutting cane and as a butcher 
in the meatworks. I also picked oranges in Victoria. 

I	am	aware	of	my	father	John	Stewart’s	family	history	but	I	know	
little	of	my	mother’s	family.	I	made	contact	with	Link-Up	(Qld)	in	
Cairns	during	November	2014	requesting	information	about	mother	
Jennie	Cassen,	born	in	1899.	I	wanted	to	go	back	to	my	mother’s	
country,	where	she	was	taken	from	on	Fraser	Island	in	1904.	

Archibald	Metson	attempted	to	establish	the	Bogimbah	Mission	on	
Fraser	Island	southern/central	Queensland	during	1897.	My	mother	
was	‘removed’	from	Bogimbah	Reserve	in	August	1904	when	the	
Reserve	was	closed	112	years	ago.	My	mother	was	around	five	years	
of	age	when	she	was	taken	from	the	Island	and	‘removed’	to	
Yarrabah	in	North	Queensland.	When	my	mother	Jennie	Cassen	
married	my	father	John	Stewart	at	Yarrabah	Aboriginal	Community,	it	
was	noted	in	her	marriage	certificate	that	her	Mother,	my	
grandmother,	was	named	Carrie.	I	never	spoke	to,	met	or	saw	a	
photograph	of	my	grandmother	Cassie.	My	mother	never	spoke	of	
my	grandmother.
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Queensland Link-Up

1-3. Eric Stewart Reunion

P H O T O S

Stewart Reunion      112 years later

Wayne	Ah-Wong	the	Caseworker	in	Cairns	worked	with	me,	providing	
the	research	information	and	organising	the	reunion	on	Fraser	Island,	
my	mother’s	country.	Leading	up	to	the	reunion	I	felt	very	excited,	I	
wanted	to	see	the	land	my	mother	was	taken	from	at	five	years	of	
age.	What	I	hoped	to	achieve	through	the	reunion	was	to	walk	on	
the	land	my	mother	lived	on	and	to	find	out	if	Mum	had	other	
siblings	from	Fraser	Island	or	around	the	surrounding	mainland	
region.	We	only	ever	knew	mum	and	her	younger	brother	Victor	
Leftwich	who	shared	the	same	mother	Cassie.	My	mum	and	Uncle	
Victor	were	moved	to	Yarrabah	at	the	same	time.	

Wayne	and	I	travelled	from	Cairns	and	were	met	in	Brisbane	by	
Counsellor	Gordon	Glenbar	and	then	travelled	by	car	to	Hervey	Bay.	
On	the	Thursday	we	travelled	across	to	Fraser	Island	and	were	met	at	
the	jetty	by	traditional	owners	–	Elder	Malcolm	Burns	Snr,	Senior	
Ranger	Conway	Burns	and	Ranger	John	Green	-	I	started	to	feel	very	
emotional.	I	was	not	expecting	what	happened	next	-	Senior	Ranger	
Conway	Burns	gave	permission	for	Ranger	John	Green	to	welcome	
me	to	country	in	language.	Ranger	John	then	took	us	to	the	
Bogimbah	Reserve	site.	On	the	way	we	met	up	with	Conway	and	his	
Uncle	Elder	Malcolm	Burns	Senior	and	work	colleague,	Rodrick	
Walmsley	from	Marine	Safety	Queensland.

I	was	shocked	yet	again	when	Conway,	his	Uncle	Malcolm	and	John	
sang	a	welcome	to	country	song	for	me	and	Conway	and	John	
danced	a	welcome	home	dance	for	me,	followed	by	a	smoking	
ceremony.	Conway	said	to	me,	as	far	as	he	knew	I	was	the	oldest	
living	Butchulla	person.	Rodrick	Walmsley	from	Marine	Safety	
Queensland	witnessed	the	three	events.	

Rangers	Conway	Burns	and	John	Green	then	took	me	aside	from	the	
rest	of	the	group	and	showed	me	other	pre-colonial	significant	
cultural	sites	in	the	area.	We	then	went	to	the	Bogimbah	Reserve	
site	where	my	Mum	would	have	played	and	performed	her	daily	
tasks	until	she	was	taken	away	to	Yarrabah.	Conway,	John,	Uncle	
Malcolm	and	Rodrick	left	us	there	and	went	back	to	what	they	were	
doing	before	we	came	back	to	the	mainland.	

I	am	and	will	remain	ever	so	grateful	for	what	Senior	Ranger	Conway	
Burns,	Ranger	John	Green	and	Elder	Malcolm	Burns	Senior	did	for	me	
on	my	reunion	to	my	mother’s	country.	

The	day	after	the	reunion	I	felt	very	relaxed	and	relieved.	I	would	
now	like	to	take	my	sons	back	to	the	Bogimbah	Reserve	site	on	
Fraser	Island	to	see	where	their	grandmother	and	her	brother	were	
taken	from	before	I	am	too	old.	

2. 3.

| 3 |



Queensland Link-UpQueensland

Debbie Young Reunion

1-3. Deb Young Reunion

4-5. Shane Unthank Reunion

P H O T O S

I first came to Link-Up (Qld) towards the end of 2014 to 
try to find my father. It was the best thing I have ever 
done.  I gave what little information that I had to the 
researcher Lauren Scheiwe in Brisbane. All I told her 
was my father’s name and said that he was from NSW 
and she did the rest. I also did a little research on my 
own and shared the information with Lauren. 

My	father	Gordon	Whitton	(also	known	as	Dixon)	was	a	Kamilaroi	man	
from	North	West	NSW.		My	mother	and	father	were	living	in	Cunnamulla	
when	they	separated.	At	that	time	I	was	4	and	had	2	younger	brothers.		
We	moved	to	Brisbane	soon	after	the	separation	with	our	mother	where	
she	got	into	another	relationship	and	had	three	more	sons,	but	we	were	
all	removed	from	her	care	when	I	was	9	years	old	and	sent	to	separate	
homes	and	institutions.	I	was	placed	in	one	foster	home	after	another	
and	was	always	sent	back	to	the	institutions	after	very	short	stays	with	
foster	families	so	I	never	really	had	a	“family	lifestyle”.		It	would	be	9	
years	before	I	was	reunited	with	my	mother.		

My	journey	to	re-connect	with	my	father	started	when	I	was	around	12	
yrs	old.	My	mother	never	told	me	who	he	was	and	didn’t	encourage	me	
to	look	for	him,	so	I	stopped	asking	questions.	Many	times	I	would	cry	
for	him	when	I	was	feeling	sad,	lonely	and	unloved.	I	always	wondered	
who	(and	where)	he	was	and	thought	that	if	he	knew	where	I	was	he’d	
come	and	take	me	home	and	make	everything	alright.	Unfortunately	for	
me	this	didn’t	happen.	My	dad	passed	away	in	1987	at	the	age	of	49	
and	I	never	had	the	opportunity	to	meet	him	again.	He	died	not	knowing	
that	he	had	four	grandsons.	My	mother’s	older	sister	told	me	about	my	
dad	and	I	tried	many	a	time	to	find	him	over	the	years	but	couldn’t.	

My	family	reunion	started	on	Wednesday	22/9/16.	I	arrived	at	the	Cairns	
Airport	with	my	son/support	person	Keith.		My	other	two	sons	Wayne	
and	Mick	(and	his	son	Matthais)	also	came	for	the	reunion	and	paid	their	
own	way.	We	then	flew	from	Sydney	to	Dubbo	NSW	with	Link-Up	(Qld)	
workers	Kathleen	Bobongie	and	Jessie	Cobbo.	When	we	saw	Dubbo,	I	
said	to	my	sons	“We’re	Home”.	My	father’s	brother,	Richard	Dixon	was	
waiting	for	us	at	Dubbo	Airport.	I	almost	collapsed	when	I	first	saw	him	
because	it	was	such	an	emotional	time	for	all	of	us	to	finally	meet.	Uncle	
Richard	and	I	had	spent	a	lot	of	time	talking	before	the	reunion.	I	had	
never	met	him	before	but	he	travelled	from	Dalby	QLD	just	to	meet	us.	

On	Thursday,	we	travelled	164	kilometres	to	Coonamble	for	the	graveside	
reunion.	I	was	blessed	to	have	two	of	my	father’s	siblings,	Aunty	Rosie	
Wallace	and	Uncle	Richard,	my	three	sons	and	grandson	with	me.	While	
the	song	that	I	had	chosen	was	playing	my	sons	cleaned	the	gravesite	
and	placed	5	single	stemmed	roses	and	a	framed	picture	of	my	
deceased	brother	Mick	(who	died	at	the	age	of	44)	on	it.	During	this	

-Coonamble

1.
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Queensland Link-Up
Debbie Young Reunion

time	Aunty	Rosie	comforted	me.	Even	though	it	was	a	very	sad	and	
emotional	event,	I	was	happy	that	the	ceremony	went	the	way	I	had	
planned	it.	One	of	my	cousins	came	to	the	gravesite	soon	after	the	
reunion	and	gave	me	a	photo	of	my	dad.	

After	the	graveside	reunion	we	were	all	invited	to	Aunty	Rosie’s	house	
for	lunch.	I	met	more	of	my	father’s	relatives.		It	was	as	if	we’d	known	
each	other	all	our	lives.	Everyone	couldn’t	get	over	how	much	we	all	
looked	alike.		I	felt	like	I	was	home	when	I	listened	to	stories	about	dad	
and	being	on	his	Country	made	me	feel	like	I	“belonged”.	The	saddest	
thing	my	aunties	and	uncles	told	me	was	that	my	dad	wondered	where	
my	younger	brothers	and	I	were	but	didn’t	know	how	to	get	in	contact	
with	us	or	where	to	start	looking.	

For	many	years	a	part	of	me	was	always	missing.	So	it’s	hard	to	describe	
the	way	I	felt	when	I	eventually	got	to	be	with	dad.	Even	though	it	was	
a	graveside	reunion,	I	still	got	the	closure	that	I’d	longed	for.	My	heart	
and	spirit	is	now	complete	because	I	finally	discovered	the	other	half	of	
my	identity	and	now	I	know	where	I	belong.	Being	acknowledged	and	
welcomed	by	my	family	when	I	arrived	on	Country	was	a	bonus.	

I’m	looking	forward	to	travelling	with	all	of	my	family	to	NSW	in	the	very	
near	future	to	visit	and	meet	more	family,	and	also	having	them	come	to	
Cairns	to	visit	us.	

I	would	strongly	recommend	Link-Up	(Qld)	to	people	who	are	out	there	
trying	to	trace	or	connect	with	loved	ones.	I’d	like	to	take	this	time	to	
acknowledge	and	thank	Lauren,	Kathleen,	Jessie	and	Desley	Ah	Wing	for	
their	assistance	and	support	along	my	journey.

It	took	me	56	years,	but	thank	you	Link-Up	(Qld)	for		

“Taking Me Home”.

2.

3.

I	grew	up	in	Springsure	near	Emerald	until	I	was	16,	then	I	
moved	to	Emerald	and	starting	working	for	Queensland	Rail	
as	a	lad	porter.	At	the	age	of	17	I	moved	to	Brisbane	to	work	
for	Telecom	as	a	panel	beater	spray	painter,	Brisbane	is	
where	I	settled	and	have	now	been	here	for	32	years.

I	met	a	guy	called	Ivan	through	friends	who	is	African	
American	about	2	years	ago,	he	told	me	about	Link-Up	(Qld)	
and	the	services	provided,	I	did	not	know	this	place	existed	so	
it	came	to	me	as	a	shock	that	an	American	person	knew	of	this	
place	before	I	did.

I	suffer	from	anxiety	so	my	stress	levels	were	a	little	high	on	
the	day	of	travel	but	there	was	definitely	a	level	of	excitement	
amongst	all	the	emotions	going	through	my	head	of	returning	
home	to	my	mother’s	land.	However,	I	had	these	feelings	
several	weeks	prior	to	leaving	Brisbane.

My	expectations	were	not	high	or	unrealistic	of	Link-Up	(Qld),	
my	main	goal	out	of	all	of	this,	if	anything	at	all,	was	to	meet	
my	mob	that	I	never	knew	about.	This	was	the	biggest	cause	
of	my	anxiety,	the	feeling	of	not	knowing	who	or	if	anyone	at	
all	would	be	waiting	for	me	at	the	end	of	my	journey	to	
Mornington	Island.	

After	the	reunion	had	taken	place,	I	felt	sorry	that	I	had	to	leave	
so	quickly	after	only	just	arriving.	It	felt	like	a	whirlwind,	from	
the	moment	we	landed	we	were	being	taken	around	to	meet	
my	family	members	but	I	felt	one	more	day	on	the	Island	would	
have	given	me	enough	time	to	yarn	with	them	and	learn	more	
about	who	they	are	and	more	about	mother.	I	plan	on	making	
my	way	back	to	Mornington	Island	this	time	next	year.

I	would	like	to	thank	LUQ,	Mornington	Island	Healing	Centre	
staff	&	of	course	my	family	that	I	met	on	the	day	–	I	thank	you	
all	for	being	there	for	me	and	giving	me	the	love	&	support.	
Hope	to	see	you	all	again	in	the	near	future.		

SHANE UNTHANK REUNION

4.
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Northern TerritoryNorthern Territory

NTSGAC  Update

For those of you who don’t know me, 
I was born on Thursday Island to 
Charlie and Mona Adams. My dad is a 
descendant of the Wutharti peoples 
and I understand my mum is 
Dagaman Wardaman or Kungarikin, 
although this is still being researched. 

I was raised and educated in Darwin, 
have been a business owner/operator 

and director since the 1970s and have been Chairperson, President 
and Board member for various organisations over the years.

I feel privileged to be the CEO of this organisation and will 
endeavour to do my utmost to manage, lead and administer with 
integrity, credibility and professionalism.

Regards

MAISIE AUSTIN, NTSGAC CEO

NTSGAC LINK-UP CASE TEAM

The Case Team of the Link Up Service consists of two Female 
Caseworkers – Raelene Rosas – Team Leader and Evelyn Perkins, 
one Male Caseworker - Gerard Hurst; Councillor/Well-being Support 
Officer – Daniel Fejo and Research Officer – Miriam Cleary.  We have 
a full Case Team now that Miriam Cleary – Research Officer has 
joined our Case Team and we are currently streamlining our Link Up 
Service in best practices. We have had a busy time in the last year 
with Reunions, Community events, Certificate IV in Stolen 
Generations Family History and Case Management Pilot, Marumali, 
First Aid and now the Certificate IV is at the evaluation stage. The 
service that we deliver to our clients under the Link Up Service has 
been improved and maintained with the ISO accreditation of 
NTSGAC. We have been working closely with other Link Up Services 
nationally and have been improving our service delivery of best 
practices for the last year with our Case Team. 

Gerard Hurst, Miriam Cleary, Daniel Fejo, Evelyn Perkins and 
Raelene Rosas

Kind Regards

RAELENE ROSAS, TEAM LEADER LINK UP CASE TEAM

1.
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Northern Territory
NTSGAC  Update

CROKER ISLAND RE-UNION: SATURDAY 25/6/2016

Morning	Tea	was	held	at	NTSGAC	office	-	The	Croker	Island	Elders	
gathered	at	the	NTSGAC	Boardroom	to	see	films	&	photos	supplied	
by	Paul	Newell	whom	was	one	of	the	missionaries’	son.	A	group	of	
Croker	Island	Elders	had	a	morning	tea	with	Missionaries	children,	Mr	
Newall,	Mr	White	and	Mrs	Ingram’s	children.	Paul	Newall	completed	
a	documentary	of	Croker	Island	since	its	inception.	

NTSGAC ATTENDED THE NAIDOC WEEK CELEBRATION 
MARCH IN JULY 2016

Staff	attended	this	year’s	NAIDOC	celebrations	and	shared	
information	about	NTSGAC	and	the	Link	Up	Service.	

NTSGAC Events: Sorry day 26th May 2016.	The	Labour	Minister	Bill	
Shorten	attended	the	day’s	events	at	the	Jingili	Water	Gardens	and	
gave	a	speech	as	well	as	participated	in	children’s	and	elder’s	
events.	This	was	a	great	event	with	the	Minister	and	all	appreciated	
his	efforts	to	meet	all	and	be	part	of	the	event.	

MIDPUL UNVEILING - (AKA PRINCE OF WALES) 

Unveiling	the	restored	4	meter	long	ceremonial	mural	art	of	a	
Larrakia	Elder	Midpul	(Prince	of	Wales).	The	bench	is	in	the	fore-court	
of	the	Blue	Precinct	at	the	CDU	campus	in	Darwin.	The	Larrakia	
Elders	performed	the	smoking	ceremony	and	welcomed	the	
delegates	to	Country.	

BARUNGA FESTIVAL 2016

Another	year	of	the	Barunga	Festival	that	NTSGAC	attended	to	share	
what	the	organisation	has	been	doing	including	the	Link	up	Service.	
Raelene	Rosas	-	Link	Up	Caseworker	and	two	volunteers	–	Sheena	
Cummings	and	Charles	May	who	came	to	assist	with	the	information	
stall	for	the	long	weekend.	The	information	stall	was	an	opportunity	
for	the	public	to	find	out	about	what	NTSGAC	and	Link	Up	was	about,	
events	that	have	happened	and	any	other	queries	that	the	public	
had	about	the	Stolen	Generations.	It	was	apparent	that	a	lot	of	the	
public	was	interested	in	what	has	happened	since	the	“Bringing 
them home Report”	and	what	has	happened	20	years	on.	There	
was	a	large	interest	in	how	many	of	the	recommendations	have	
been	implemented	and	if	so	why	not.	In	all,	it	was	a	great	
community	awareness	event	to	showcase	NTSGAC	and	their	Link	up	
Service.	Bring	on	next	year.

1. NTSGAC team

2-6. Events Team

P H O T O S

2
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CACC Link-Up team update

CONGRESS LINK-UP SERVICE

The Central Australian Aboriginal Congress Link Up is fully 
established. We extend our gratitude and thanks to all Link Up 
Services who have assisted in our establishment phase and in 
particular our sister services in Darwin and Adelaide, the NT Stolen 
Generation Aboriginal Corporation and Nunkuwarrin Yunti.

The Congress Link Up service is funded for two years and has the 
service footprint covering Central Australia including Tennant Creek.

Our Team consists of:

• Team Leader – Gwen Troutman-Weir

• Aboriginal Community Support Worker – Tellisa Ferguson

• Female Case worker – Kirsty Ann Tate 

• Male Case worker – Craig Eibeck

• Admin Support Officer – Celeste Bray

Congress is proud to have 80% Aboriginal staffing compliment. Gwen 
is a proud Gamilaroi woman from NSW and brings a diversity of 
experience from across the country. Aboriginal Community Support 
Worker, Tellisa is a member of the Stolen Generation and has a long 
history with the Link Up Service, having served in the previous 
service and is a well-known and connected local Aboriginal woman 
with strong links with many surviving members. Male case worker, 
Craig is a Dja Dja Wurrung man from Victoria with a Masters in Social 
Work. Craig is also a member of the Stolen Generation with his family 
displaced at the time of the gold era in Ballarat. Our Female Case 
Worker is a qualified Social Worker and prior to joining the team, 
worked in Congress providing support and advocacy for vulnerable 
and at risk youth and is well connected in the sector. The team is 
supported by an experienced and long serving Congress Admin 
Officer and local Aboriginal woman, Celeste Bray. 

As the Link Up is a new service to Congress, a Steering Group has 
been established that consists of members of the Stolen Generation. 

The purpose of the Steering Group is to allow members to maintain 
ownership of their service and provide advice and guidance to 
Congress. Internally, a reference group has been established with a 
core group of Aboriginal staff across all sections and programs of 
Congress’ that are also stolen generation people. The reference group 
provides input into community events and other related matters.

The Congress link Up service has been appropriate internally 
structured to fit under the Social and Emotional Wellbeing section 
that embeds three streams of care; medical, therapeutic and cultural 
and social support with intensive case management as required. 

This strategic alignment enables Link Up staff to access a network 
of peer support including clinical supervision. Members also have 
greater access to a network of support that can assist their healing 
and wellbeing including a dedicated GP and integrated care through 
our therapeutic and expanded social and cultural supports in 
addition to other services and programs through Congress’ 
comprehensive primary health care model. 

Like most services, the team is currently planning for community 
events to commemorate the 9th anniversary of the National 
Apology on 13 February and National Sorry Day on 23 May and 
20th Anniversary of the BTH Report.  These important community 
events will also allow Congress to complement our member 
engagement strategy in re-engaging with members and informing 
the community, referring agencies and key partners that the Link 
Up service in Alice Springs has reopened. 

The South Australia Reparation Scheme is generating interest 
amongst members. Our Aboriginal Community Support Worker has 
been assisting and supporting members.

The Congress Link Up Service is located in the Congress Leichhardt 
Building, at 14 Leichhardt Terrace, Alice Springs and can be 
contacted on 08 8959 4750 or email congresslinkup@caac.org.au

L to R: Tellisa, Kirsty-Ann, Craig and Team Leader, Gwen.

(Despite the serious faces, we are a happy and cohesive team)  

1.
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CACC Link-Up team update Tiara West Reunion - Darwin

My	name	is	Tiara	West	and	I	am	23	years	old.	I	was	born	in	Coffs	
Harbour,	NSW.	My	mother	and	father	separated	when	I	was	very	
young.		My	mother	had	four	other	children	to	care	for.	The	
responsibility	of	helping	to	care	for	my	siblings	as	well	as	other	
factors	resulted	in	situations	of	conflict	within	the	family	home.	It	
was	a	bit	of	a	roller	coaster	ride	for	me	and	I	felt	very	unhappy	and	
kept	running	away.		As	a	result,	the	Department	of	Community	
Services	placed	me	in	foster	care	at	the	age	of	12.	The	other	children	
remained	with	my	mother.		My	foster	parents	were	great	but	it	
wasn’t	the	same	as	living	with	family.

As	I	was	growing	older,	my	father,	Craig	West	was	always	in	my	
thoughts	and	I	longed	to	see	him	again.		I	had	been	looking	for	him	
since	I	was	14	years	old.	I	tried	to	trace	him	through	another	
organisation	but	there	were	no	leads.	This	was	very	heartbreaking	for	
me.	There	were	so	many	unanswered	questions.	I	started	to	wonder	
if	he	was	still	alive	and	if	so,	would	he	ever	be	found?	Would	he	
even	want	to	know	me	or	want	to	meet	me	again?

I	was	living	in	Dalby	in	Qld	in	2013	and	attended	Goondir	Health	
Services.	I	was	offered	a	referral	to	Link-Up	and	later	completed	an	
intake	form	for	Link-Up	in	the	hope	of	finding	my	father.	Life	got	
busy	and	I	moved	to	Darwin	to	be	with	my	partner	Matthew	
Brennan.	We	have	a	son,	Desmond	who	is	almost	2.	I	am	expecting	
another	baby	in	December	this	year.	

In	August	this	year,	Kathleen	Bobongie	from	Link-Up	contacted	me	and	
told	me	that	my	case	had	gone	cold	and	that	Link-Up	had	managed	to	
find	me	again	after	I	moved	from	Dalby.	Kathleen	asked	me	if	I	was	
still	interested	in	trying	to	locate	my	father.	Of	course	I	said	yes,	I	was	
stoked.	Within	a	few	weeks,	Kathleen	phoned	me	to	tell	me	that	she	
had	found	my	dad	and	had	spoken	to	him	in	person.	I	was	a	bit	
shocked	as	it	all	happened	so	quickly.	I	felt	so	emotional	especially	
knowing	that	my	father	wanted	to	see	me	again	and	that	a	day	hadn’t	
gone	by	without	him	thinking	about	me.	My	partner	didn’t	know	what	
the	conversation	was	about,	he	looked	at	me,	saw	that	I	was	a	bit	
shaken	and	thought	that	somebody	had	passed	away.

The	reunion	was	organised	for	the	weekend	of	15	and	16	October	
2016	and	my	father	and	my	cousin	Amber	West	were	going	to	travel	
from	Wellington	in	NSW	to	Darwin.	I	started	to	get	really	excited.	
Everything	was	moving	very	quickly.	At	the	back	of	my	mind	I	
wondered	if	it	was	really	going	to	happen.	The	Link-Up	workers	
Kathleen	Bobongie	and	Jessie	Cobbo	arrived	in	Darwin	first	on	Friday,	
14	October.		I	asked	Kathleen	to	send	me	a	text	message	when	my	
father	and	Amber	arrived	in	Darwin	at	11pm	later	that	night.	It	was	

about	midnight	when	I	got	the	message.	I	couldn’t	believe	it,	they	
were	staying	in	a	hotel	a	stone’s	throw	away	from	where	I	lived.	So	
close	yet	so	far.	Everything	hit	me	all	at	once	and	I	had	trouble	
sleeping	that	night.	My	thoughts	started	racing	and	the	anticipation	
of	the	reunion	was	upon	me.

I	woke	on	Saturday	morning	feeling	a	little	tired	but	eager	to	see	my	
father	again.	My	partner	and	my	son	and	I	arrived	first	at	the	Darwin	
Botanic	Gardens	and	waited	in	front	of	the	fountains	which	was	the	
meeting	place	for	the	reunion.	I	wasn’t	even	sure	what	dad	looked	
like	after	so	many	years	and	wondered	if	he	would	recognise	me.	
The	most	significant	part	of	my	reunion	experience	was	finally	seeing	
my	dad’s	face	again.	We	hugged	for	a	long	time.	Dad	still	called	me	
his	baby.	I	also	met	my	cousin	Amber	for	the	first	time,	we	are	the	
same	age,	born	1	day	apart.	Dad	met	my	partner	Matthew	and	his	
grandson	Desmond	for	the	first	time	as	well.	I	felt	so	emotional.	Dad	
felt	so	emotional.	Matthew	was	happy	for	us	as	he	knew	this	meant	
so	much	to	me.

We	spent	time	catching	up	over	dinner	that	night	at	the	Darwin	
Wharf.	We	went	to	Sanctuary	Lakes	on	the	second	day	so	that	dad	
could	feed	the	ducks	with	his	grandson.	There	was	a	family	trip	to	
Crocosaurus	Cove.	A	beautiful	ending	to	the	reunion	weekend	was	
going	to	Mindil	Beach	markets	on	Sunday	night	and	watching	the	
sunset	and	enjoying	the	food.	Everybody	was	feeling	tired	and	dad	
and	Amber	had	an	early	morning	flight	back	to	Sydney.	It	was	very	
emotional	having	to	say	our	goodbyes	but	I	am	hoping	to	get	Dad	to	
visit	us	again	in	Darwin	soon	and	spend	some	more	time	with	us.	
Though	my	healing	journey	continues,	I	feel	more	complete	within	
myself	and	can	now	look	at	dad’s	photo	and	call	him	and	hear	his	
voice	again.	I	even	put	dad	back	in	touch	with	mum	again	over	the	
phone	after	all	these	years	so	our	family	has	had	the	opportunity	of	
reconnecting	again.	

I	am	very	impressed	with	Link-Up.	It	is	the	most	successful	
organisation	I	have	come	across	and	without	a	doubt	clients	will	end	
up	with	results.	Link-Up	staff	will	always	keep	in	touch.	Amazing	
organisation,	amazing	staff,	amazing	work.	The	reunion	was	perfect	
and	staff	were	very	supportive.	Thank	you	Kathleen	and	Jessie.	Thank	
you	Link-Up.

1. L–R: Tellisa, Kirsty-Ann, Craig and 
Team Leader, Gwen

P H O T O S
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New ways of working    
for Link-Up Victoria

1. Team Art piece

2. Team Building Workshop

3. Team Charter

4. Program Manual

P H O T O S

There are always good stories to tell 
about the difference we make to a 
client and their families lives and 
none of this would happen without 
the great work of staff. There have 
been a number of changes to Link-Up 
Victoria and the following details 
some good news about what has 
been happening lately to our staff 
and program. 

NEW STAFF ARRANGEMENTS 
WORKING WELL

Client work has become more focused and 
streamlined thanks to the changes that were 
made to client casework positions late last 
year. A lot of thought, effort and 
consultations were made prior to the changes 
being made because we wanted to not only 
improve our service delivery but we also 
wanted to address a number of issues for 
both staff and management alike. Link-Up 
Victoria now comprises a Program Manager, 
Team Leader, two Reunions Officers, two 
Client Support Officers and a Records and 
Administration Officer. 

One benefit of the changes welcomed by 
management was that staff can be recruited to 
a particular skill set, for example, research and 
relationship skills and reunion planning and 
support which made it easier to decide, when 
positions were advertised, who would best suit 
which position.

1.
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New ways of working    
for Link-Up Victoria

Another advantage that has been noticed is the shift in the client’s 
relationship to their worker/s. In the past, clients have become 
quite attached to their workers who had supported them on their 
journey from start to finish which overall is not good for the client’s 
ongoing journey once they finish with our service. With the new 
approach, having different workers supporting different parts of the 
journey, clients have an increased focus on their ongoing journey 
and the new relationships forged with their family members and 
are therefore less reliant on the support and bond they have 
established with an individual worker. 

According to feedback from staff our clients have quicker outcomes 
as a result of the work tasks being more focussed. Staff also said 
that they really like their specialist roles because it allows the 
Client Support Officers to follow up on family research more quickly, 
without being taken away from the research work to coordinate 
and attend reunions. As well, they can focus on the client’s journey 
and their individual support needs, without having to meet the 
support needs of additional family members who attend the 
reunions. One staff member commented that “It’s 100% better” 
because even though the Reunions Officers have busy times they 
also have down times to finish off paperwork from the last reunion 
and can then slowly but steadily commence preparations for the 
next reunion.

2016 REVIEW OF LINK-UP VICTORIA PROGRAM 
MANUAL NOW COMPLETED

Once the new positions were finalized it was then possible to 
complete the review and update of our Program Manual. The 
Manual now comprises over 100 pages of information that inform 
and guide staff, as well as various forms and templates which were 
also reviewed and updated or in some case were created in 
response to a need. The Manual also contains a number of links to 
a range of documents that are specific to Link-Up or are 
organisational wide documents that are relevant to all programs of 
our organisation. This means that our Program Manual is now more 
consistent with other Program Manuals. The review and update of 
our Program Manual was a major piece of work and has resulted in 
a Program Manual that explains very clearly what our program is 

about, what is expected from staff and how we work with our 
clients and community. 

TEAM CHARTER AND TEAM ART

This year all programs of the organisation were required to develop 
a Team Charter and for Link-Up Victoria this was a very timely 
opportunity for team building given that we now had three new 
staff and five of our seven staff were now occupying newly created 
positions.  We had also only recently completed the review and 
update of our Program Manual so this was also added onto the 
agenda for discussion at our very first workshop as a new team.

There are always good outcomes when we take the time to sit 
down together as a group to talk about important matters because 
we can come up with great solutions and useful tools that enhance 
our work with our clients and community. 

Our very first Team Charter strongly reflects how all of us in our 
team view our work with the Stolen Generations as a privilege and 
confirms that we will all do our utmost for our clients and 
community. As part of this work it was also agreed by our Team to 
develop our own Team Art piece which tells the story about how 
we work with our clients and community. All staff equally 
contributed to the Team Art piece and it will be proudly displayed 
on the wall next to our deadly Team Charter. 

2.

3. 4.
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Yorgum is a large red flowering gum tree used for its 
healing properties. In 1991 a group of Aboriginal 
women and men met under a tree as they were 
concerned that Aboriginal people were not accessing 
mainstream services and were missing out on essential 
services related to family abuse and counselling.

Yorgum	Aboriginal	Corporation,	has	4	branches	of	service:		Clinical	
Counselling,	Workforce	Support,	Link	Up	Program	and	Corporate	
Services.		The	Link	Up	Program	has	2	satellite	offices	in	South	
Hedland	and	Kalgoorlie	and	the	Program	covers	a	large	area	in	
Western	Australia	extending	south	from	Port	Hedland	to	Esperance	
and	everywhere	in	between.

The	Yorgum	Corporation	is	slowly	transitioning	into	a	Trauma	
Informed	practice,	and	it	is	only	fitting	given	the	name	of	the	
Corporation	and	what	the	word	Yorgum	stands	for,	that	we	have	
welcomed	the	opportunity	to	offer	the	complimentary	medicine	of	
Holistic	Counselling	and	Mind	Body	Medicine	or	commonly	referred	
to	as	Flower	Essence	Therapy	as	part	of	the	counselling	with	clients.

WHAT IS FLOWER ESSENCES?

Flower	essences	are	herbal	infusions	or	decoctions	made	from	the	
flowering	part	of	the	plant,	which	uniquely	address	emotional	and	
mental	aspects	of	wellness.	The	first	38	flowers	remedies	were	
formulated	by	a	British	physician,	Dr	Edward	Bach	in	the	1930’s	
although	new	remedies	from	other	plant	species	are	now	available.	
Prior	to	that	it	was	an	Aboriginal	healing	method,	used	for	thousands	
of	years,	it	is	the	oldest	known	form	of	this	healing..	There	are	over	
80	different	flower	essences	identified	with	healing	properties	that	
are	used,	with	the	majority	coming	from	Nyoongar	Boodja	(country).		
This	has	given	Yorgum	a	unique	opportunity	to	continue	to	offer	our	
people	culturally	safe	practices	using	original	bush	medicines	to	help	
our	people	in	holistic	ways.

“To	us	health	is	about	so	much	more	than	
simply	not	being	sick.	It’s	about	getting	a	
balance	between	physical	mental,	emotional,	
cultural	and	spiritual	health.	Health	and	healing	
are	interwoven	which	means	that	one	can’t	be	
separated	from	the	other”		

Dr	Tamara	Mackean,	Australian	Indigenous	Doctors	Association

Holistic Counselling and      Mind Body Medicine

Flower Essence

| 12 |



Western Australia
HOW DO FLOWER ESSENCES WORK?

There	are	many	views	on	how	flower	essences	work	but	as	FES	
flowers-Bridging	Body	&	Soul	sums	it	up	quite	nicely:	To	understand	
how	flower	essences	work	require	a	recognition	that	the	human	
being	is	more	than	a	physical	body,	but	also	incorporates	a	“body”	
of	life	energy	a	“body”	of	sensitivity	and	feelings	and	a	spiritual	
essence	or	Self.	Flower	essences	are	energetic	imprints	of	the	life	
force	of	plants	which	interact	with	these	subtle	bodies	of	the	human	
being	and	evoke	specific	qualities	within	us.	We	can	say	that	they	
work	in	a	similar	way	to	inspirational	music	or	art,	which	carry	
meaning	through	the	vehicle	of	sound	or	light,	while	the	flower	
essences	work	through	the	medium	of	water

Using	flower	essence	as	another	healing	tool	for	anything	from	
headaches	to	psychological	trauma,	the	flowers	healing	properties	
assist	our	clients	in	new	and	meaningful	ways.

“Flower	Essence	Therapy	is	under	rated	with	
the	lack	of	information	that’s	out	there	if	only	
people	knew	what	Flower	Essences	Therapy	can	
actually	give	to	them	our	lives	our	minds	our	
spirit	would	be	in	a	much	better	place.	We	
wouldn’t	have	to	struggle	mentally,	physically	
and	emotionally	Flower	Essence	has	everything	
a	human	needs	to	function	happily,	stress	free	
and	best	of	all	DRUG	FREE!!

The	nature	of	the	wildflowers	is	to	heal	the	
brick	walls	of	our	mind	and	allow	us	to	go	
forward	to	new	pathways	in	life.	As	we	heal	
and	break	the	bondages	of	our	mind,	we	
become	free	to	explore	our	spiritual	nature	and	
relationship	to	the	Universe.

We	are	all	entitled	to	be	happy	in	our	own	
lives	why	not	start	here	find	peace	with	Flower	
Essences	Therapy	I	am	here	to	help.”		

Nadyne	Cornwall	Flower	Therapist	–	South	Hedland

THE TECHNIQUE

The	technique	that	is	used	for	the	application	of	Flower	Essences	is	
that	it	is	applied	directly	on	the	body	paying	particular	attention	to	
the	meridian	points.	

Stress treatment -	Using	the	Shenman	Acu-point	of	the	ear

Pain treatment -	Using	specific	points	on	the	ear

Energy treatment -	Acu-point

Deep	self-diagnostics	are	used	and	then	simple	treatments	of	oral	
doses	or	take	home	treatments’	are	used	by	applying	essences	to	
the	body	relieving	stress	and	pain	and	increasing	energy.

HOW DOES THE WILD FLOWERS AND TECHNIQUE ASSIST 
WITH HEALING AT YORGUM?

This	form	of	complementary	medicine	gives	Yorgum	the	ability	to	
deliver	a	service	to	Stolen	Generation	with	Post	Traumatic	Stress,	in	
short	it	gives	them	the	opportunity	to	begin	the	process	of	“Letting	
go”	with	post	trauma.	So	far	the	Flower	Essence	has	proven	to	be	a	
positive	tool	as	such	here	is	some	of	the	testimonies	from	people	
after	a	treatment.	

“I	have	enjoyed	my	treatment	and	feel	amazing.	
Would	love	to	do	follow	ups”		

Ladies	post	gathering	healin	camp	Busselton

“Super	fantastic	felt	like	I	was	floating.	So	
relaxed”	Ladies	post	gatherin	healing	camp	Busselton

“Had	a	lovely	flower	treatment	feel	less	
stressed	and	relaxed”	Mosaic	ladies	group

“Wow	wow	wow-	Che	–meegwetch	for	hosting	
and	inviting	me	to	share	and	yarn	with	folks	
from	your	program”		

Sheila	Wahsquohalkezhik	Northern	Ontario

Holistic Counselling and      Mind Body Medicine
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YORGUM HEALING CAMP FOR WOMEN OF STOLEN 
GENERATION.

Five-day event 14th – 18th November 2016

We	excitedly	set	out	from	Perth	with	Ten	elderly	women	and	three	
workers.

The	bonds	and	connections	made	from	the	healing	camp	is	an	
experience	that	will	continue	for	a	lifetime.	

The	camp	had	organised	healing	activities	each	day	and	ended	with	
the	ladies	in	a	‘Yarning	circle’	sharing	their	experiences	of	the	day.

	The	activities	involved:	

1.	 	Rug	making
2.	 Collage	art
3.	 Painting	art
4.	 Weaving	bags	
5.	 Massage	shoulders	&	feet.	
6.	 Group	Lunch	(Busselton	Jetty)	
7.	 Second	hand	shopping
8.	 Group	Dinner	(restaurant)	
9.	 Beach	walk
10.	 Cultural	Centre	(1-day	tour)

A Place of Healing

1-6. Yorgum Healing camp for women

P H O T O S

1.

2. 3.

5.4.
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A Place of Healing

THE HIGHLIGHT OF THE CAMP WAS THE WARDAN 
CULTURAL DAY. 

The	day	consisted	of	yarning	about	local	history	and	
background	on	the	centre.	The	yarning	circle	was	directed	by	
Mitchella	Webb	and	her	Mother	Vivienne	Webb.	They	spoke	a	
lot	of	local	knowledge	and	wisdom	about	the	Noongar	
lifestyle,	plants	and	environment.		

We	toured	through	the	Museum	and	cultural	shop:	The	
museum	was	set	out	beautifully	with	many	pictures,	history	
and	artifacts.	There	were	many	items	to	purchase	such	as	
souvenirs	and	home	-made	bush	creams	and	jams.	

The	bush	walk	trail	designed	around	and	about	the	property	
was	very	informative	we	walked	around	the	along	a	track	
stopping	at	a	particular	location	learning	about	bush	foods,	
bush	medicine,	animals	and	life	skills.		

We	were	shown	a	variety	of	trees	you	can	get	gum	and	
honey	from	and	also	make	instruments	including	utensils	and	
weapons	and	storage.	For	example,	the	woman’s	digging	stick	
is	called	a	(Wana)	made	from	the	peppermint	tree.	It	is	a	
strong	stick	and	we	used	this	stick	to	dig	for	the	(Borna)	bush	
medicine.	

We	got	to	experience	for	ourselves	looking	for	the	(Borna)	in	
the	bush	and	digging	it	out	using	the	(wanna)	using	our	bare	
hands	to	dig	deeper.	It	was	moorditj	and	amazing	to	see	how	
bright	red	the	bulb	of	the	plant	looked

Wardan Cultural Centre. 

The	Cultural	Centre	is	set	amongst	natural	bushland	in	the	
South	West	Coast	of	Western	Australia	in	Yallingup.	Driving	
into	the	property	you	could	sense	this	was	a	place	of	healing.

The	bush	medicine	
has	high	antioxidants	
properties	to	build	
and	strengthen	
immune	system.		
Noongar	people	
believe	it	can	assist	
in	reducing	tumors	
and	cancer.	

This	time	of	the	year	in	the	Noongar	season	calendar	is	the	
Kambarang	season.	This	is	when	all	the	wild	flowers	are	in	bloom	
and	fruits	and	berries	are	plentiful.	We	got	to	see,	smell,	touch,	and	
taste.	It	was	a	very	special	healing	time	for	all.

We	were	shown	how	to	weave	from	grasses	and	some	of	the	women	
made	ropes,	and	wrist	bands.	There	was	also	on	display	a	lap	lap	
made	out	of	grass	that	had	been	weaved.	We	had	the	opportunity	to	
make	some	creams	and	were	shown	how	different	plants	were	used	
as	aliments	for	skin	disorders	eg	suffering	with	eczema.

Overall	Feedback	from	the	Elders	included	positive	statements	of	
their	camp	experiences:	

• Yes there was always lovely feelings.

• Feeling good in body and mind.

• It was a lot of years after we were there last ie: my sisters, as 
we were State of Wards and from the Stolen Generation.

• Yes.

• It was very good.

• Feeling relaxed, motivated, time out with other people, (all age 
groups) lots of laughter which brought us all together, the 
activities were good, but maybe a bit more bush/cultural and 
extended activities.

• I feel a lot more relaxed and rejuvenated.

• My body is relaxed my emotions are on a high, feeling spiritual 
and my mind is clear of negativity.

As	a	worker	I	am	grateful	in	being	part	of	the	healing	camp.	Getting	
back	on	country	and	taking	time	out	with	a	group	of	amazing	
women	full	of	rich	knowledge	and	stories	was	an	unforgettable	
experience.	To	see	the	positive	and	respectful	interactions	between	
each	other,	to	see	expressions	of	laughter	and	to	sense	an	openness	
of	feelings	and	sharing	was	a	place of healing	for	me	too.					

6.

6.
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19-23 SEPTEMBER

Gemel	Hudson	approached	Yorgum	Link	Up	Service	in	Perth	a	few	years	
ago	when	she	discovered	she	was	of	Aboriginal	descent.	Her	request	
was	for	Family	Tracing	and	if	successful,	a	Family	Reunion.	Gemel	had	
been	adopted	as	a	child	and	up	until	very	recently	was	not	aware	of	
any	of	her	Aboriginal	family.

Planning	for	this	reunion	was	done	inconjuction	with	the	client,	and	
with	other	family	members	in	Brisbane	and	Townsville	through	the	
relevant	Link	Up	Offices	in	Queensland.	

Our	travels	took	us	initially	to	Brisbane	before	connecting	for	a	flight	to	
Townsville,	where	the	group	stayed	overnight	at	a	local	
accommodation.	Upon	arrival	in	Townsville	airport,	Gemel	was	met	at	
the	airport	by	a	cousin.	This	was	a	very	emotional	meeting	for	both	
Gemel	and	her	cousin,	as	they	had	not	met	previously,	and	their	many	
hugs,	exchange	of	words,	and	tears	flowed	freely.	The	group	had	
dinner	at	local	eating	place	and	Gemel	and	her	cousin	exchanged	
further	stories	about	family	and	places.

The	following	morning,	the	group	met	with	the	Case	Worker	from	
Townsville	Link	Up	Service	and	two	more	of	Gemel’s	cousins	who	had	
travelled	from	other	parts	of	Queensland	to	meet	her.	Following	
breakfast,	the	group	set	off	for	Charters	Towers	to	meet	Gemel’s	Uncle	
Tommy.	The	drive	was	approximately	two	hours	south	east	of	Townsville	
and	during	this	time,	Gemel’s	anticipation	and	excitement	was	building,	
as	she	imagined	what	it	was	going	to	be	like	meeting	her	mother’s	
younger	brother	for	the	first	time.

Upon	arrival	in	Charters	Towers,	which	is	an	historical	old	Gold	Mining	
Town,	the	group	met	at	an	old	hotel	for	lunch.	The	cousins	went	off	to	
collect	Uncle	Tommy	from	his	home	before	bringing	him	to	meet	Gemel	
for	the	first	time	and	join	the	group	for	lunch.	The	meeting	of	Gemel	and	
Uncle	Tommy	was	an	emotional	event	for	both	Gemel	and	Uncle	Tommy.	

Just	to	see	the	two	as	they	embraced,	shed	tears,	and	touched	each	
other	was	very	emotional	and	one	which	was	heartfelt	and	rewarding	for	
the	Linkup	workers.	Over	a	very	long	lunch,	Gemel	and	Uncle	Tommy	
spoke	of	family	and	shared	photographs	of	families.	Cousins	were	able	to	
share	stories	of	Uncle	Tommy	when	he	was	a	young	man.	Some	of	
these	stories	were	serious	whilst	others	were	playful	and	humorous.	The	
similarity	between	Gemel	and	Uncle	Tommy	was	unmistakable.	
Following	lunch,	the	group	went	back	to	meet	Uncle	Tommy’s	wife	who	
was	unable	to	join	us	for	lunch	due	to	her	health	and	fragility.	Gemel	
was	able	to	spend	several	hours	with	Uncle	Tommy	and	his	wife	at	the	
house,	before	returning	to	the	accommodation	in	Charters	Towers.

The	following	day,	the	group	attended	a	local	art	gallery,	where	we	
were	met	and	given	a	Welcome	To	Country	by	local	Gudjal	woman,	
Tanya.	Tanya	read	a	poem	she	had	prepared	and	Gemel	was	presented	
with	a	gift	of	a	painting	Tanya	had	done.	Link	Up	Staff	presented	Tanya	
with	a	gift	of	Wild	Flower	Essence	creams	made	from	Western	
Australian	Wildflowers.	During	this	time	a	local	reporter	from	the	
Norther	Miner	newspaper	was	in	attendance	and	Gemel	and	the	
Yorgum	Link	Up	Staff	were	interviewed	on	the	significance	of	the	event,	
and	photographs	were	taken.	Uncle	Tommy	took	this	all	in	his	stride,	
but	was	happy	and	proud	to	be	able	to	meet	and	spend	time	with	
Gemel	and	his	other	nieces	for	this	special	occasion.

Gemel	and	her	cousins	were	able	to	return	to	Uncle	Tommy’s	house	to	
spend	time	with	him	and	his	wife	before	the	group	prepared	to	leave	to	
return	to	Townsville.	Saying	goodbye	for	Gemel	and	Uncle	Tommy	was	
another	emotional	time,	as	many	hugs	and	tears	were	exchanged	
between	them.	Gemel	said	as	she	stood	on	the	steps	of	the	house,	she	
looked	into	Uncle	Tommy’s	eyes,	“no	words	were	exchanged,	but,	I	
knew	part	of	my	soul	had	returned	to	me”.	A	photograph	album	was	
given	to	Uncle	Tommy	which	had	been	put	together	by	Gemel	with	
photographs	of	her	children	and	herself.

Back	in	Townsville,	the	group	were	taken	to	some	sites	in	and	around	
Townsville,	including	a	culturally	significant	site	to	the	Traditional	
Owners	of	Townsville,	Kissing	Point.	The	group	walked	to	the	top	of	the	
hill	before	spending	time	looking	out	from	the	point	and	in	reflection	of	
the	week.	In	the	evening	the	group	met	for	Dinner	and	some	family	
came	to	meet	Gemel	and	joined	the	group	for	a	meal.

The	following	morning	the	group	flew	to	Brisbane	where	an	overnight	
stay	was	arranged.	During	the	day	the	group	met	at	the	Brisbane	Link	
Up	Service	and	were	given	a	warm	Welcome	To	Country	by	Carmel	
Schleger	followed	by	morning	tea,	the	group	were	taken	to	some	sites	
around	Brisbane	before	retiring	for	the	evening.	

The	Reunion	complete,	the	group	returned	to	Perth	with	many	happy	
memories,	stories	and	heaps	of	photographs	capturing	this	very	special	
event	for	Gemel.	In	Gemel’s	words	“I	now	know	I	have	family,	lots	of	
family	who	love	me,	a	sense	of	belonging	and	my	soul	has	returned”	
In	measuring	the	Healing	Scale	Yorgum	asks	clients’	who	have	been	on	
these	events,	Gemel	stated	the	Healing	for	her	was	1000%.

1.

Gemel Hudson Reunion
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1. Gemel Hudson Reunion 2. Mackay Reunion

P H O T O S

17–21 OCTOBER

Laurel	Cooper	(nee	Johnston),	Lorraine	Griffiths	(nee	Atkinson)	and	
Gladys	Tapim	(nee	Vincent)	were	all	together	in	Mount	Margaret	Mission	
Western	Australia	in	the	late	1930’s.	Gladys	was	the	first	child	ever	to	be	
placed	there.	Gladys	is	now	96	years	old,	she	has	been	living	in	Mackay	
Queensland	for	over	20	years	and	now	suffers	from	dementia.	

The	moment	they	all	saw	each	other	in	Mackay	was	so	moving,	
when	they	greeted	each	other	in	their	Wongatha	Language.	Even	
though	she	didn’t	recognise	them,	they	all	just	kept	speaking	and	
singing	in	their	language.	Gladys	was	so	surprised	that	the	ladies	
knew	the	language	which	made	her	cry	with	happy	tears.	They	
would	sing	all	their	old	Christian	songs	in	English	then	Wongatha	and	
praised	God	for	their	visit	to	see	their	big	sister.	

Even	though	Gladys	has	dementia	she	still	remembered	all	songs	
and	hymns.	We	shared	old	photos	with	her	from	Mount	Margaret	
Mission	old	days	of	the	three	ladies	as	kids	and	teenagers,	the	
moment	she	recognised	the	photos	bought	so	many	tears	to	the	
group.	She	just	sat	and	stared	at	the	photos	of	her	as	a	younger	lady.

Gladys	lives	in	Mackay	with	one	son	and	no	other	family,	she	is	too	
ill	to	relocate	back	to	the	Goldfields	after	the	passing	of	her	husband.	
So,	leaving	each	day	was	so	hard	for	Lorraine	and	Laurel	wondering	
why	we	just	can’t	bring	her	with	us.

On	our	last	day,	we	presented	a	gift	to	Gladys	which	was	a	large	
photo	of	them	three	on	the	reunion	a	teddy	she	named	Kimba.	
Gladys	was	so	happy	to	receive	Kimba	and	hugged	it	the	whole	time	
we	were	there.	We	even	got	to	have	a	little	prayer	with	the	Priest	
from	Gladys’	church.

The	whole	reunion	was	full	of	mixed	emotions	for	all	that	attended,	
the	hardest	part	was	leaving.	On	the	last	day,	she	kept	asking	where	
we	were	going	and	if	she	could	come	with	us.	We	left	her	at	7pm	
that	night	as	no	one	wanted	to	leave.	

Lisa Cooper,	Caseworker,	Kalgoorlie	Yorgum	

2.

Gemel Hudson Reunion Mackay Reunion
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On Friday, 2/12/2016, Link Up Staff, accompanied Mrs. 
Hazel Buswell and her support person Mrs. Barbara 
Councillor on a Day Event.

Mrs	Hazel	Buswell	who	at	ninety	years	of	age	is	Link	Up’s	oldest	
client.		When	Mrs	Buswell	originally	approached	Yorgum	Link	Up	
Service	for	assistance,	she	requested	her	Family	Research	and	a	
possible	reunion	with	Family.	The	Research	was	completed	and	
presented	to	Mrs.	Buswell	recently,	and	when	the	Case	Worker	asked	
if	she	wanted	to	have	a	Reunion,	Mrs.	Buswell	declined.	

It	was	unfortunate,	no	information	about	Mrs.	Buswell’s	paternal	
grandmother	could	be	found.		From	oral	information	passed	on	down	
to	her,	it	appears,	her	grandmother	gave	birth	to	a	son	on	Brick	
House	Station	via	Carnarvon	Western	Australia.		The	child’s	father	was	
European,	and	the	child	was	removed	from	his	mother	and	taken	
into	care	with	a	Doctor	Williams’	Family.		This	son	was	Mrs.	Buswell’s	
father	Charlie	Brockman.	

Given	her	age	and	the	fact	she	is	our	eldest	client,	it	was	decided	
to	have	a	Day	Event	with	her	and	a	family	member,	on	behalf	of	
Yorgum.	Planning	was	set	in	place	and	arrangements	were	finalized	
with	Mrs.	Buswell	and	the	Link	Up	Staff	who	would	be	
accompanying	her	on	the	day.

Hazel Buswell  Our Eldest Client  
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Mrs.	Buswell	who	is	an	amazing	woman,	lives	alone	and	has	support	
from	a	son	and	a	granddaughter	who	assist	her	with	shopping,	
cleaning	and	other	needs.		She	is	well	supported	in	her	home	which	
enables	her	to	live	the	lifestyle	she	desires	whilst	maintaining	her	
independence.	Mrs.	Buswell	attends	a	Yarning	and	craft	group	once	a	
week	locally	with	her	friend	Barbara	Counsellor.		These	two	elderly	
women	have	been	friends	since	childhood,	so	it	was	appropriate	
they	were	together	on	this	one	Day	Event.		In	her	early	years	she	
worked	as	a	cleaner	and	laundry	woman	in	Bunbury	whilst	raising	
her	children	alone.		She	mentions	with	pride,	having	spent	time	
working	for	the	local	Mayor	at	the	time	in	Bunbury.

On	the	day	of	the	event,	Link	Up	workers	picked	Mrs.	Buswell	up	
from	her	home	before	collecting	her	friend,	Mrs.	Councillor.		Both	of	
the	women	were	waiting	easily	at	their	front	doors	and	had	been	to	
the	hairdressers	and	had	a	manicure	for	their	special	day.		They	were	
dressed	immaculately,	had	subtle	makeup	on,	and	one	of	the	women	
wore	a	brooch	fastened	to	her	shirt.

The	Workers’	drove	the	group	past	the	Derbarl	Yerrigan	(Swan	River)	
pointing	out	landmarks	and	other	important	sites,	including	Herrison	
Island.		During	the	drive,	both	Mrs.	Buswell	and	Mrs.	Councillor	
shared	many	stories	from	their	past,	both	humorous	and	serious.		
Mrs.	Councillor	shared	a	story	of	and	pointed	out	where	Nyoongars	
would	meet	and	hold	big	Corroborees	alongside	the	Swan	River	and	
behind	where	the	Crown	Casino	now	sits.		Our	route	took	us	up	
through	the	city	and	both	women	were	amazed	and	fascinated	how	
much	the	city	had	changed	from	their	memories	of	being	in	the	city.		

Lunch	was	booked	for	the	group	at	Frasers	which	is	located	at	Kings	
Park	in	West	Perth.		The	setting	was	perfect	with	the	view	of	the	
City,	Derbarl	Yerrigan	(Swan	River)	and	the	buildings	were	
spectacular.		Over	lunch,	both	ladies	were	presented	with	a	sample	
set	of	Wild	Flower	Essence	Creams	and	explained	these	creams	were	
made	from	our	South	West	native	flowers.			I	then	presented	Mrs.	
Buswell	with	a	gift	of	a	photograph	albums,	a	journal	and	a	
photograph	frame	I	encouraged	her	to	collect	some	of	the	special	
photographs	to	place	in	the	albums,	whilst	reflecting	on	them	and	
remembering	people	in	the	photos	and	what	was	happening	when	
they	were	being	taken	explaining	this	was	a	Healing	Exercise.		A	
letter	of	encouragement	and	explanation	of	the	Nyoongar	season	we	
were	in	(DJILBA)	was	placed	in	an	envelope	for	Mrs.	Buswell	to	keep.		
One	of	the	comments	Mrs	Buswell	made	which	was	quite	poignant	
was	“Doesn’t’	this	make	a	difference	now,	having	them	(Non	
Aboriginal	people)	waiting	on	us”	“In	the	old	days	It	was	us	waiting	
on	them.	It’s	our	turn	now”.	

Hazel Buswell  Our Eldest Client  
The	meal	really	was	delicious	and	ended	with	Mrs	Buswell	and	Mrs	
Counsellor	having	tapioca	pudding	with	passion	fruit	which	really	did	
take	them	back	to	the	days	when	their	Mum	cooked	this	as	a	desert	
for	the	family.		They	even	remembered	the	dish	was	called	“frogs	
eyes”.		Their	memories	took	them	back	to	their	childhood	with	their	
families	and	to	a	place	which	was	warm,	safe,	and	together	with	
other	brothers	and	sisters.

On	the	way	home	both	women	remembered	and	yarned	about	their	
time	spent	as	children	in	Busselton	with	their	mothers,	doing	various	
things	such	as	catching	crabs,	cooking	them	and	enjoying	the	feed	
later.

Both	of	the	women	were	appreciative	and	amazed	that	they	were	
able	to	go	on	an	outing	such	as	this,	especially	as	they	don’t	have	
the	opportunity	to	do	anything	like	this	with	their	families	now.			
Both	commented	on	how	it	was	nice	to	be	spending	time	with	
Aboriginal	staff	who	were	helpful,	polite	and	attentive.		Special	
mention	was	made	to	the	two	male	workers,	and	it	was	said	“both	
men	are	a	credit	to	their	parents”.

It	was	an	important	day	which	Yorgum	was	able	to	provide	in	aiding	
Mrs.	Buswell	and	Mrs.	Councilor’s	healing,	given	their	age,	what	they	
have	lived	through,	including	hardships,	racism,	past	government	
policies	and	raising	children	alone.	This	Event	was	a	success	and	
Hazel	and	her	support	person	thoroughly	enjoyed	themselves	with	
the	Link	Up	workers.		

For	our	eldest	client,	we	are	thankful	we	could	offer	a	small	one	day	
event,	and	we	wish	Hazel	well.
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DELANEY REUNION BACK TO COUNTRY, COMMUNITY 
AND FAMILY IN THE GULF OF CARPENTARIA AUSTRALIA
(Doomadgee/Burketown/Mornington Island)

In late October Link-Up NSW took six siblings from NSW to far North 
Queensland to meet with family, community and also return to 
their traditional country. The clients’ grandmother Topsy and mother 
Alison were both removed from their families. The siblings have 
never known their heritage and have been searching for family 
their entire lives. The family had barriers which hampered their 
search as they did not know their mother’s maiden name or 
birthplace and they had absolutely no information of their 
grandmother or great grandparents. 

Link-Up NSW counsellors John Westbury and Nicole Laupepa, 
supported the siblings on a family reunion throughout the Gulf of 
Carpentaria, visiting Doomadgee and Burketown. The Delaney 
family met over 100 family members between Doomadgee, 
Burketown and Mornington Island. While on sacred land they 
participated in graveside reunions and visited the birthplace of their 
mother and grandmother. The Waanyi, Gangalidda and Garawa 
traditional owners sang the story line of the family, telling the 
siblings of their tribe, totem and skin names. The siblings had old 
photos that belonged to their mother which they took with them as 
they never knew who the people in the photos were. They shared 
an old wedding photo with the elders and Aunt April began to cry, 
she said that “The little flower girl in that photo is me!” We took 
the family to the Nicholson River with the Waanyi, Gangalidda and 
Garawa elders, while sitting on the river bank the elders spoke of 
the day Alison (our clients’ Mother) was baptised in the river. 

Delaney Reunion

1.
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The story telling throughout the reunion provided the Delaney 
family with an understanding of their Grandmother and mother. The 
reunion restored connection to family, kinship, community and for 
the first time in their lives the Delaney family were able to call 
someone Grandma, Aunt and Uncle. 

“This journey has been life changing and words cannot explain the 
happiness within. There are no more tears of feeling lost. Just tears 
of joy”, this is a quote from the reunion evaluation form completed 
by one of Link-Up NSW clients’. 

Link-Up (NSW) has establish a much improved 
online presence, launching our new website 
and entering the world of social media, you 
can now find us on Facebook, Twitter, and 
LinkedIn. Establishing an online presence has 
allowed us to reach out further to potential 
clients and those in need of assistance and 
referrals regarding Family History research. 

Link-Up (NSW) successfully became a Quality Accredited 
Organisation in 2015 and with the hard work done this 
year is extremely pleased to have passed the 2016 
surveillance audit, seeing Link-Up continue to be a Quality 
Accredited Organisation. 

The NSW government announced in December 2016 that 
they will offer survivors of the Stolen Generation financial 
compensation as part of a reparation package worth more 
than $73 million; Link-Up NSW played an extremely public 
and pivotal part in the ongoing reparations and 
investigations, in particular the CEO and Counsellors. 

Link-Up (NSW) CEO, Terry Chenery, stated “It’s long 
overdue and it’s pleasing to see action put into place 
nearly 20 years after the Bringing Them Home Report 
was tabled,” 

NSW KEY SUCCESSESDelaney Reunion

2.

3.

5.

1-3. Delany reunion

4. Flowers Reunion

5. CEO Terry Chenery

P H O T O S

4.
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Link-Up SA

SERVICE UPDATE

Throughout the later half of 2016 Link Up SA has 
continued to undertake our core work of research, 
family tracing, counselling and provision of reunions to 
family, country and culture. We have also sustained our 
commitment to improving community awareness and 
education about Stolen Generation issues in delivering 
presentations to Secondary Schools, Universities and 
GP Registrars. 

The	Link	Up	National	Leadership	group	meeting	held	in	Perth	
highlighted	a	number	of	service	delivery	focus’s	including	the	aim	of	
state	to	state	service	consistency	and	record	keeping	standards,	and	
the	significant	benefits	of	updating	and	maintaining	MOU’s	for	the	
expedient	access	of	records	for	clients.	

Our	staff	continue	to	grow	with	opportunities	for	professional	
development	in	evidence	based	training	on	the	impacts	of	trauma,	
Aboriginal	mental	health	and	suicide	prevention,	with	2	staff	also	
achieving	the	new	industry	standard	qualification	of	Certificate	IV	in	
Stolen	Generation	Research	&	Case	Management	and	graduating	in	
full	regalia	at	Nunkuwarrin	Yunti’s	People	Development	Unit	
‘Celebration	of	Learning’	ceremony	in	August	2016.	

1.
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Link-Up SA

NEW LINK-UP SA TEAM MEMBERS

Born	in	Sydney	NSW,	Jenny	grew	up	in	NSW	but	spent	most	of	her	
life	in	Adelaide,	SA.	Previously	Jenny	has	worked	in	the	People	
Development	Unit	of	Nunkuwarrin	Yunti	of	SA	as	a	Registered	
Training	Organisation	Administration	Officer	for	over	a	year	and	a	
half.	She	has	a	strong	interest	in	learning	about	Indigenous	culture	
and	helping	Indigenous	people.	Jenny	looks	forward	to	supporting	
and	assisting	Link-Up	clients	with	family	reunions	and	family	tracing	
requests	as	well	as	promoting	Link-Up	services	to	the	community.	

Joining	us	in	the	New	Year	we	also	have	
Vickie	Dodd.	Vicki	is	a	Kaurna/Narrunga,	
Ngarrindjeri	woman	who	has	had	the	
experience	of	helping	to	lay	the	
foundations	of	Link	Up	SA	since	its	
inception	in	2000.	Today,	she	has	returned	
to	the	Caseworker	role	and	is	testament	
to	the	evolving	aspects	of	the	program	
including	developing	administration	

processes,	attending	reunions	and	supporting	clients	and	family	
members	throughout	their	personal	journeys.	Vickie	thoroughly	
enjoys	working	with	Link	Up	and	finds	the	caseworker	role	rewarding	
with	many	positive	moments	relating	to	connecting	family	members,	
with	some	of	those	for	the	very	first	time	and	looks	forward	to	the	
future	of	working	in	this	area.	

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Each	year	Link	Up	SA	hosts	an	end	of	year	Christmas	celebration	
for	our	clients	and	their	families.	This	year	for	our	2016	
celebration	we	also	invited	the	clients	and	families	of	
Nunkuwarrin	Yunti’s	Towilla	Purruttiappendi	Team	who	do	an	
amazing	job	of	looking	after	our	communities	Social	&	Emotional	
Wellbeing.	The	day’s	weather	was	just	perfect	for	our	festivities	
at	the	picturesque	Regency	Park	Reserve	and	a	lovely	lunch	was	
enjoyed	by	all	under	the	shade	of	the	old	gum	trees.	We	invited	
along	face	painters,	balloon	artists	and	even	had	a	bouncy	castle	
for	the	kids.	We	also	had	Animals	Anonymous,	a	mobile	team	of	
wildlife	demonstrators	and	environmental	educators	with	native	
animals	that	we	could	get	up	close	with.	Holding	a	young	
crocodile	was	a	very	popular	photo	opportunity	with	adults	and	
kids	alike.	The	day	of	course	would	not	have	been	complete	
without	a	visit	from	Santa	who	bought	a	sack	full	of	Christmas	
candy	which	was	received	with	delighted	smiles.	

LINK-UP SA FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOPS 2017
WHERE?
Nunkuwarrin Yunti of SA Inc.
182-190 Wakefield St, Adelaide

WHEN?
Thursday 2 February - 1pm to 4pm  
(with an afternoon tea break)
Tuesday 11 April – 9.30 am to 12.30 pm  
(with a morning tea break)

HOW TO GET INVOLVED?
Please call Karen on 8406 1695 to book  
in or if you have any questions

Link-Up SA would like to invite you to attend one of our recently 
developed family history workshops. These workshops are designed to 
help wait-listed clients of Link-Up SA to begin researching their family 
history while they await allocation to a caseworker. At these sessions you 
will learn about the resources held in libraries and archives, how to locate 
and use them. You will learn some online searching skills and become 
familiar with useful family history websites. We will also look at the 
process of applying for records held by government and non-government 
agencies. The content of workshops will be adapted to respond to the 
needs and interests of the participants.

No prior knowledge of research is necessary

1. Santa giving out gifts at the Christmas Celebrations

2. Clients  enjoying their Christmas BBQ

3. Vickie Dodd - Caseworker

P H O T O S

3.

2.
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NationalLink-UpContacts & Resources

New South Wales
New South Wales Link-Up 
4/2 Central Place Ropes Crossing NSW 2760 
PO BOX 185 ST Marys NSW 2760 
Tel: (02) 9421 4700 
Fax: (02) 9673 4740 
Free Call: 1800 624 332 
Email: linkup@nsw.link-up.org.au

Northern Territory
Central Australian Aboriginal  
Congress Link-Up 
14 Leichhardt Terrace 
PO Box 1604 
Alice Springs NT 0871 
Tel: (08) 8959 4750

Northern Territory Stolen Generations  
Aboriginal Corporation 
2/3  Cascom Centre  
13-17 Scaturchio Street, Casuarina NT 0810 
Tel: (08) 8947 9171 
Fax: (08) 8947 9173

Queensland
Link Up (QLD) Aboriginal Corporation 
3-5 Reid Street, Woolloongabba Qld 4102
Toll Free: 1800 200 855 
Tel: (07) 3034 8444 
Fax: (07) 3255 2099 
Email: contact@link-upqld.org.au

Townsville Office 
c/- Relationships Australia
745 Riverway Drive  
Thuringowa Central Qld 4817 
Tel: 0410 639 645

North QLD Regional Office, Cairns  
18 Scott Street, Parramatta Park 
Cairns Qld 4870 
Tel: (07) 4041 7403 
Fax: (07) 4027 9665

Mount Isa Office 
1/81 Miles Street  
Mount Isa Qld 4825 
Tel: 0417 097 322 | 0459 028 380

South Australia
Nunkuwarrin Yunti of South Australia Inc. 
Link-Up SA 
PO Box 7202, Hutt Street SA 5000 
Tel: (08) 8406 1600 
Fax: (08) 8223 6086

Victoria
Link-Up Victoria 
273 High Street, Preston VIC 3072 
PO Box 191, Preston VIC 3072 
Toll Free: 1800 OUR MOB (1800 687 662) 
Tel: (03) 9480 7377 
Fax: (03) 9484 5403 
Email: linkupvic@vacca.org 
www.linkupvictoria.org.au

Western Australia
Kimberley Stolen Generations  
Aboriginal Corporation 
PO Box 2775, Broome WA 6725  
Toll Free: 1800 830 338  
Tel: (08) 9193 6502  
Fax: (08) 9193 5693 
Email: reception.ksgac@iinet.net.au 
www.kimberleystolengeneration.com.au

Yorgum Aboriginal Corporation 
176 Wittenoom Street, East Perth WA 6004 
Tel: (08) 9218 9477 
Fax: (08) 9221 0487

National
AIATSIS Link-Up Research Resource Unit 
GPO Box 553, Canberra ACT 2601 
Email: linkup@aiatsis.gov.au 
www.aiatsis.gov.au

Indigenous Social and Emotional  
Wellbeing Section 
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet 
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